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Abraham Lincoln’s 
Revolutionary Roots 

 

When Americans think of Abraham Lincoln, they often 
picture the Civil War president who preserved the 
Union and issued the Emancipation Proclamation. Less 
widely known is that Lincoln’s family story was already 
intertwined with the nation’s founding generation. His 
paternal grandfather and namesake, Abraham Lincoln, 
served as a captain in the Virginia militia during the 
American Revolutionary War, linking the future 
president directly to the struggle for American 
independence. 

Born in 1744 in Virginia, Captain Abraham Lincoln was 
part of the wave of colonial settlers who lived along the 
expanding western frontier. During the Revolutionary 
War, he served as an officer in the Virginia militia, 
contributing to the defense of the colonies during their 
fight against British rule. Like many soldiers of the era, 
his service was recognized through land warrants—
grants of western land awarded to veterans as 
compensation and encouragement to settle the 
frontier. 

 

Following the war, Captain Lincoln moved his family 
westward to Kentucky, which was then a rugged and 
dangerous frontier region. Settlers there faced not only 
the hardships of building farms and homes in 
wilderness territory but also the tensions and conflicts 
that accompanied rapid westward expansion. In 1786, 
tragedy struck the Lincoln family when Captain 
Abraham Lincoln was killed during a Native American 
raid while working in his fields. The sudden loss left his 
widow and children to fend for themselves on the 
frontier. 

Among those deeply affected by this tragedy was his 
young son, Thomas Lincoln—the future father of 
President Abraham Lincoln. Thomas was only a child 
when his father was killed, and the experience left a 
lasting mark on the family. President Lincoln later spoke 
about the event, recounting how his father had 
witnessed the attack. The story became a defining part 
of the Lincoln family’s heritage, illustrating both the 
dangers of frontier life and the resilience required to 
survive it. 

Through Captain Abraham Lincoln, the future president 
could claim a direct connection to the Revolutionary 
generation. In fact, Abraham Lincoln is often noted as 
one of a small number of U.S. presidents who were 
grandsons of Revolutionary War patriots—men who 
directly supported the fight for independence. 

The Lincoln family also had more distant connections to 
other famous figures from the Revolutionary era. 
Though not direct ancestors, cousins of Thomas Lincoln 
married daughters of the renowned patriot Paul Revere, 
famous for his midnight ride warning colonial militias of 
approaching British troops. These family ties place the 
Lincolns within a broader network of families who 
participated in the founding of the United States. 

While Abraham Lincoln would ultimately become one 
of the most consequential leaders in American history, 
his roots lay firmly in the struggles and sacrifices of the 
nation’s earliest patriots. The story of his grandfather—a 
Revolutionary War captain who helped defend the 
frontier and paid the ultimate price—forms an important 
chapter in the Lincoln family legacy and the larger story 
of America’s founding generation. 

 


