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Chaplain’s Corner 

 

 

Epiphany/Lent 2022 

The church season of Epiphany began January 6.  It cele-

brates the manifestation of the divinity of Jesus.  During 

this season we remember the appearance of the Magi, 

the baptism of Jesus by John, the wedding at Cana where 

Jesus turned water into wine, the transfiguration of Jesus, 

the conversion of Paul and the presentation of Jesus in 

the Temple. 

Ash Wednesday is March 2, and it takes us into the season 

of Lent.  We also encounter a new set of Ember Days – 

March 9, 11 and 12.  Ember Days have been special days 

for prayer, fasting and giving alms.  They come four times 

a year at the beginning of spring, summer, fall and winter. 

Seminary students write personal Ember Letters to their 

bishops to report on their academic, personal and spiritu-

al development.  We have two seminary students, Adam 

James (to become a deacon) and Garron Daniels (to be-

come a priest).  They will be writing Ember Letters to their 

bishops. 

If we were to write Ember Letters, what would we say 

about our academic, personal and spiritual development?  

How might we respond to the season of Epiphany in our 

letter?  What might we write about the upcoming season 

of Lent as we prepare for Easter?  

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

Alignment of  
Templar Churches 

It has been noticed that many Templar churches are not 
aligned perfectly east-west. As most other Christian 
churches are. There is a tendency for them to be aligned 
to the jorth of east, by anything between ten and thirty-
five degrees. One theory has it that this is intentional, 
and that the churches aign with the position of the sun-
rise on the mornings of the feast days of the saints to 
which the churches were dedicated. This is termed 
‘patronal alignment’. A couple of churches seem to have 
aligned with the rising sun on August 29, the feast day of 
John the Baptist. The famous Temple Church, London, 
and the ruined church at Dover apparently shared this 
alignment (16° north of east), while the Templar Chapel 
at Ribston was so aligned as to face the rising sun on 
July 22, the feast of Mary Magdalene (pointing 33° to the 
north of east). 

 

Why are they called the  
Dark Ages? 
The ‘Dark Ages’ were between the 5th and 14th centu-
ries, lasting 900 years. The timeline falls between the fall 
of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance. It has been 
called the ‘Dark Ages’ because many suggest that this 
period saw little scientific and cultural advancement.  

Francesco Petrarca (known as Petrarch) was the first 
person to coin the term ‘Dark Ages’. He was an Italian 
scholar of the 14th century. He called it the ‘Dark Ages’ 
as he was dismayed at the lack of good literature at that 
time. The term employs traditional light-versus-darkness 
imagery to contrast the era's "darkness" (lack of records) 
with earlier and later periods of "light" (abundance of 
records). The phrase "Dark Age" itself derives from the 
Latin saeculum obscurum, originally applied by Caesar 
Baronius in 1602 when he referred to a tumultuous peri-
od in the 10th and 11th centuries. The concept thus 
came to characterize the entire Middle Ages as a time of 
intellectual darkness in Europe between the fall of Rome 
and the Renaissance. This became especially popular 
during the 18th-century Age of Enlightenment. 

The majority of modern scholars avoid the term altogeth-
er due to its negative connotations, finding it misleading 
and inaccurate.  
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The Templars were an active order. Unlike other monastic 
Orders, they were not devoted to contemplation or scholar-
ship. They tended to eschew elaborate ornament on their 
clothing and equipment, as well as on their buildings. How-
ever, many Templar chapels were beautifully decorated 
with carvings and wall paintings. In the East, they may also 
have featured mosaics by artists influenced by Byzantine 
and Syrian styles. Certainly other Crusader churches did, 
notably the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 
 
Grotesque carved heads aside, the Templars do not seem 
to have favored the overtly dark or horrific imagery that ap-
pears in some strands of Catholic art. In the few original 
Templar wall paintings that survive, there is little sign of a 
‘doom’ scene of the damned being tormented by demons 
amid the flames of Hell. The Templars instead favored fig-
ures of saints (as at Metz), scenes of knights and castles 
(as at Cressac and San Bevignate) and abstract designs 
and symbolism (as at Montsaunes). The Templars in Jeru-
salem sponsored an important workshop near their head-
quarters, where sculptors produced works to adorn their 
chapels and other buildings. Sculptors from the Templars’ 
workshop carved royal tombs including that of the boy-king 
Baldwin V. 
 
The Hospitallers were also artistic patrons as fragments of 
murals in their castles at Margat and Krak des Chevaliers 
show. Unfortunately, relatively little Crusader art survived 
the destruction of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. The victorious 
Saladin purged Temple Mount of Templar accretions and 
the Khoresmians ravaged the Holy Sepulchre, while the 
royal tombs were destroyed in more recent times. Reused 
fragments of non-figurative Templar sculpture, including 
moldings and capitals, survive in certain Muslim structures 
in Jerusalem. Other surviving jewels of Crusader art include 
the icons in the Monastery of St. Catherine in Sinai.  

emplar Art 

Templar Chapel Ceiling, Metz, France 

Fresco, Templar Chapel, Commanderie de Cressac, Cressac-Saint-Genis, 

Charente, France  

Templar Church of San Bevignate in Perugia, Umbria, central Italy  

Templar spirituality illustrated in Montsaunès Chapel, France  
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Priories, Preceptories and  
Commanderies 

Priories are the essential organizational element within the 
Grand Priory of the United States. Priories and Com-
manderies operate by charter from the Grand Priory. Com-
manderies are established for the purpose of expanding 
the Order, as an initial step toward the goal of establishing 
new Priories. Preceptories are a structure of convenience 
under an existing Priory. Their purpose is to facilitate more 
frequent local group activities of Priory members in areas 
where a Priory’s membership is geographically dispersed.  

Priories first came to existence as subsidiaries to the Ab-
bey of Cluny. Many new houses were formed that were all 
subservient to the abbey of Cluny and called Priories. As 
such, the priory came to represent the Benedictine ideals 
espoused by the Cluniac reforms as smaller, lesser hous-
es of Benedictines of Cluny. There were likewise many 
conventual priories in Germany and Italy during the Middle 
Ages, and in England all monasteries attached to cathe-
dral churches were known as cathedral priories. 

The Benedictines and their offshoots (Cistercians and 
Trappists among them), the Premonstratensians, and the 
military orders – like the Templars – distinguish between 
conventual and simple or obedientiary priories. 

Conventual priories are those autonomous houses 
which have no abbots, either because the canoni-
cally required number of twelve monks has not yet 
been reached, or for some other reason. 

Simple or obedientiary priories are dependencies 
of abbeys. Their superior, who is subject to the 
abbot in everything, is called a "prior". These mon-
asteries are satellites of the mother abbey.  

Priory is also used to refer to the geographic headquarters 
of several commanderies of knights. 

The word commandery came from French commanderie, 
from medieval Latin commendaria, meaning "a trust or 
charge". It is also called "commendæ" in Latin. Originally, 
commandries only existed for the Order of Knights of St. 
John of Jerusalem, but later also for the Order of Teutonic 
Knights and other orders. Commanderies of the Teutonic 
Knights were known as Komturei. Equivalents for Knights 
Templar were Preceptor and Preceptory. 

Feeding a Knight Templar 

 
H.E. Grand Prior Jeffrey Agnes shares the following 
YouTube link – Feeding a Templar Knight – from Max 
Miller’s series, Tasting History. 
   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16Ityys4dx4 

 
Max Miller is an American YouTuber and chef known for 
being the creator and host of Tasting History, a culinary 
and history fusion web-show that recreates ancient reci-
pes and explains the history around them. In this epi-
sode (20:18), he recreates wild boar with cameline 
sauce.  

2022 Oblations Due 

 
By now, you should have received a notification that ob-
lations for 2021 are due. All Knights and Dames are required to 
pay their oblations – these constitute the annual financial obligations 
of active membership. We ask that you once again consider 
making your Oblations payment electronically - more 
than 66% of our members submitted their oblations elec-
tronically in 2021, which saved the Grand Priory signifi-
cant funds, time and resources. You can also submit 
your credit card payment online by signing in to the 
SMOTJ member site and utilizing the “PAYMENTS but-
ton. Submitting your oblations electronically provides for 
greatly expedited processing and records updating, an 
electronic receipt is immediately generated.  

AUGUST 31 – SEPTEMBER 4 2022  

Registration is open for the 59th GPUSA Grand Convent &  
Investiture, August 31– September 4 in Long Beach, CA.  
Register by February 28, 2022 and take advantage of the 
Early Bird Registration Rate of $250/person (Members and 
Non-Members). Reserve through the website for special 
SMOTJ room rate.  

https://www.grandci.org/  

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=16Ityys4dx4__;!!NmoQVLtQOg!SQVxKAtFp9_-eJ-vth0jkZj0bvMmKMAEeG3tQjStAkinm4umX1lRqZv4b7tBB-bkJDk$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.smotj.org/index.php/login__;!!NmoQVLtQOg!SQVxKAtFp9_-eJ-vth0jkZj0bvMmKMAEeG3tQjStAkinm4umX1lRqZv4b7tB3eaoVUQ$
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Prior’s Message 
Brother Knights and Sister Dames; 

Greetings, I hope that each of you 

are doing well and enjoying more 

time outside now that Spring has 

arrived. 

The Priory Council met on March 

6, 2022 via a video conference. A 

couple of highlights: 

1) The SMOTJ GPUSA Grand C&I will take place August 3-

Sept. 4 in Long Beach, CA. Full details are available at 

https://www,grandci.org/  

2) Our Priory scheduled a Meet & Greet for Saturday, April 

2 which has had to be postponed due to multiple con-

flicts. We will reschedule and notify you of the new date 

and details as soon as possible.  

The full meeting minutes are available for your review by 

visiting:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_d_SWUlLKsXpdxXWI-

6xUBczN7CR8S3r/view?usp=sharing 

Please take a few minutes to review the minutes as they 

detail our membership and financial statistics, planned activ-

ities etc. This is YOUR Priory and we welcome your feed-

back! 

We are actively seeking ideas for social and philanthropic 

opportunities in the Kansas City area. We welcome you sug-

gestions via email  to smoth!aaronshoemaker.com! 

Fraternally, 

 

 

Chev. Aaron Shoemaker, KCTJ 
Grand Webmaster, Prior V 
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem 
Autonomous Grand Priory of the United States of America 
 

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium  

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

RISEN 
CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR 

We have been journeying through Lent and the forty days (not 

counting Sundays).  The last Sunday in Lent is April 3.  We are 

approaching Palm Sunday on April 10 and Holy Week.  Maundy 

Thursday awaits us with Jesus washing the feet of his followers 

during the Last Supper and commanding us to “Love one anoth-

er as I have loved you.”  Then Jesus is put to a painful death on 

Good Friday. 

Many Christian traditions celebrate The Great Easter Vigil, often 

starting in darkness, then the lighting of the Paschal (Passover) 

Candle and the Renewal of Baptism Vows where we are asked: 

“Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God 

in Christ?” 

“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neigh-

bors as yourself?” 

“Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and re-

spect the dignity of every human being?” 

I believe the first question calls us to be an Evangelist for Christ.  

The second question calls us to be a Servant for Christ.  And the 

third question calls us to be a Prophet for Christ.  Those ques-

tions bring to mind these words from the prophet Isaiah 2,700 

years ago: “Learn to do good, seek justice, rescue the oppressed, 

defend the orphan, plead for the widow.”   

One of the tenets of our Modern Templar Mission is “Supporting 

the poor, sick, and unjustly accused; standing against oppres-

sion, and protecting the freedom of speech.” 

How do we as Templars respond?  How do we become evange-

lists, servants and prophets?  

HE IS 

https://www,grandci.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_d_SWUlLKsXpdxXWI-6xUBczN7CR8S3r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_d_SWUlLKsXpdxXWI-6xUBczN7CR8S3r/view?usp=sharing
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10 dangers of the medieval period  

1) Plague 

The plague was one of the biggest killers of the Middle Ages – it 
had a devastating effect on the population of Europe in the 14th 
and 15th centuries. Also known as the Black Death, the plague 
(caused by the bacterium called Yersinia pestis) was carried by 
fleas most often found on rats. It had arrived in Europe by 1348, 
and thousands died in places ranging from Italy, France and Ger-
many to Scandinavia, England, Wales, Spain and Russia.   

2) Travel 

People in the medieval period faced a host of potential dangers 
when traveling. A safe, clean place to sleep upon demand was 
difficult to find. Travelers often had to sleep out in the open – 
when traveling during the winter, they ran the risk of freezing to 
death. And while traveling in groups provided some safety, one 
still might be robbed or killed by strangers – or even one’s fellow 
travelers.   

3) Famine 

Famine was a very real danger for medieval men and women. 
Faced with dwindling food supplies due to bad weather and poor 
harvests, people starved or barely survived on meager rations 
like bark, berries and inferior corn and wheat damaged by mil-
dew. 

4) Childbirth 

Today, with the benefits of ultrasound scans, epidurals and fetal 
monitoring, the risk for mother and baby during pregnancy and 
childbirth is at an all-time low. However, during the medieval 
period, giving birth was incredibly perilous. Breech presentations 
of the baby during labor often proved fatal for both mother and 
child. Labor could go on for several days, and some women 
eventually died of exhaustion. While Caesarean sections were 
known, they were unusual other than when the mother of the 
baby was already dead or dying, and they were not necessarily 
successful. 

5) Infancy and childhood 

Infancy was particularly dangerous during the Middle Ages – 
mortality was terribly high. Based on surviving written records 
alone, scholars have estimated that 20–30 per cent of children 
under seven died, but the actual figure is almost certainly higher. 

6) Bad weather 

The vast majority of the medieval population was rural rather 
than urban, and the weather was of the utmost importance for 
those who worked or otherwise depended on the land. But as 
well as jeopardizing livelihoods, bad weather could kill. 

7) Violence 

Whether as witnesses, victims or perpetrators, people from 
the highest ranks of society to the lowest experienced vio-
lence as an omnipresent danger in daily life  

8) Heresy 

It could also be dangerous to disagree. People who held 
theological or religious opinions that were believed to go 
against the teachings of the Christian church were seen as 
heretics in medieval Christian Europe. These groups includ-
ed Jews, Muslims and medieval Christians whose beliefs 
were considered to be unorthodox, like the Cathars. 

9) Hunting 

Hunting was an important pastime for medieval royalty and 
the aristocracy, and skill in the sport was greatly admired. 
The emperor Charlemagne was recorded as greatly enjoying 
hunting in the early ninth century, and in England William 
the Conqueror sought to establish royal forests where he 
could indulge in his love of the hunt. But hunting was not 
without risks. 

10) Sudden death 

Sudden or premature death was common in the medieval 
period. Most people died young, but death rates could vary 
based on factors like status, wealth, location (higher death 
rates are seen in urban settlements), and possibly gender. 
Adults died from various causes, including plague, tubercu-
losis, malnutrition, famine, warfare, sweating sickness and 
infections.  
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Spring is the time for golfers and farmers to start their plow-
ing. It is also the time to plan your garden. This from Chvse. 
Marilyn Geery. 
 
Plant three rows of peas 

1. Peas of mind 

2. Peas of heart 

3. Peas of soul 

Plan four rows of squash 

1. Squash gossip 

2. Squash indifference 

3. Squash grumbling 

4. Squash selfishness 

Plant four rows of lettuce 

1. Lettuce be faithful 

2. Lettuce be kind 

3. Lettuce be patient 

4. Lettuce really love one another 

No garden is complete without turnips 

1. Turnip for meetings 

2. Turnip for service 

3. Turnip to help one another 

To conclude our garden we must have thyme 

1. Thyme for each other 

2. Thyme for family 

3. Thyme for friends 

 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love. There is 
much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.  

Dr. Chev. Peter Heineman, GCTJ, CMJ 
When people ask me how I came to 
be a Templar my response has always 
been, “It’s a long story.” Here’s the 
Reader’s Digest Version. 
 
In 1998, I was working with the late 
Dr. David Pitman Johnson at the 
American College of Heraldry to de-
sign and register a coat of arms for the 
Heineman family. During the course of 
our discussions, David asked if I had 
any interest in orders of chivalry. I said 
that I was unaware there were any in 

the United States; there are not, but there are European orders 
with branches in the United States. Because of my interest in 
Gaelic culture, Dr. Johnson offered to be my sponsor in the Or-
der of the Niadh Nask (now the Nobiliary Fraternity of the Nia 
Naisc - NN). I was admitted in 1999 and invested in 2004 at 
Borthwick Castle, Scotland. 
 
Through the NN, I met a number of individuals who would later 
sponsor me in other Orders or honor me with conferrals. One of 
those individuals – Dale Leppard – invited me to join the Tem-
plars and offered to be my sponsor. I was invested at West Point 
Academy in 2002, dubbed by the Royal Patron for GPUSA - 
H.R.H. Princess Elisabeth zu Ysenburg and Budingen, Princess zu 
Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderburg-Glucksburg – and the rest is 
history. 
 
Over the years, I have had the pleasure to meet some truly re-
markable people – including all of you. Of the numerous Orders 
I belong to, the Templars are the most active. Locally, nationally, 
and internationally the Order is truly making a difference.  

What's your Templar story? Send your profile to plheine-
man@cox.net  

Priory of St. Louis the Crusader 
Convent & Investiture 

Vigil - Friday, April 8 - 8 PM 
Convent & Investiture - Saturday,  
April 9 - 2 PM 
Academy of the Sacred Heart 
619 N 2nd Street, St. Charles, MO 
Banquet - $40/plate 
RSV to Kim Swift: kimmoris1966@hotail.com 
Make checks out to SMOTJ Priory of St. Louis the Crusader, and write 
"Banquet" on the memo line  

Registration is open for the 
59th GPUSA Grand Convent 
& Investiture, August 31– 
September 4 in Long Beach, 
CA. Reserve through the 
website for special SMOTJ 
room rate.  

https://www.grandci.org/  
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A bulletin from the Priory of St. Mary the Virgin 

Volume 8, Issue 3 June 2022 

Prior’s Message 
Brother Knights and  

Sister Dames -  

 

What a BEAUTIFUL Memorial 

Day Weekend those of us in the 

Kansas City area were able to 

enjoy!  I hope that each of you 

are HEALTHY and entering this 

Summer strong! 

 

In early May, I traveled to 

England.  While there, I visited the historic “English 

headquarters” of the Knights Templar, Temple Church in 

London.  Consecrated in 1185, this historic building 

provides an amazing location for modern-day Templars to 

visit, Pray, and meditate on what it means to be a 

Templar. 

 

<<Photos at https://photos.app.goo.gl/

dXUNWMRaEf5CmLo79 - I tried to embed them here, but 

they are in HEIC format and I couldn’t convert them on this 

laptop.>> 

 

The Priory Council met on May 1, 2022 via video 

conference.  We are scheduling a tour and 2-hour 

volunteering session at Harvester’s.  This will be followed 

by a group meal.   

 

We are also considering an in-person Priory Council 

meeting this summer.   

 

Both will be open to ALL Knights, Dames, Postulants, and 

your guests! 

 

We are actively seeking ideas for social and philanthropic 

opportunities in the Kansas City area.  We welcome your 

suggestions via e-mail to smotj@aaronshoemaker.com! 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Chev. Aaron Shoemaker, KCTJ 
Grand Webmaster, Prior V 
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem 
Autonomous Grand Priory of the United States of America 
 

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

Pentecost 2022 

Adam James graduated from the Bishop Kemper School 

for Ministry on May 21 and will be ordained a Deacon in 

the Episcopal Church on October 1.  His message chal-

lenges us as Templars to “go out into the world and 

spread the Good News of Christ.”  May we be bold to do 

so. 

Garron Daniels has finished his second year of semi-

nary at the School of Theology at the University of the 

South in Sewanee, TN.  His message speaks about be-

ing anxious, which we might be when we go out into the 

world to do Christ’s ministry.  He encourages us to trust 

in the Lord. 

 
The season of Pentecost celebrates how the Holy Spirit 
descended upon the Disciples and empowered them to 
go out into the world to do Christ’s ministry.  I liken this 
to be our “marching orders” as Templars. 

We often think of Christ’s Resurrection and our 

forgiveness of sin at this time of year. Indeed, we are 

still celebrating Easter as we close these fifty days on 

our liturgical calendar. I penned this reflection on 

Ascension Day when we celebrate Jesus’ journey to 

heaven, where he ultimately sits at the right hand of the 

Father. In the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 24, Jesus 

reminded his disciples that they are witnesses to His 

crucifixion, resurrection, and now his ascension. So, the 

question, “what next?” may enter your mind? 

 

 The Day of Pentecost is nearly here, and we know from 

the Acts of the Apostles that the Holy Spirit descended 

upon us and inspired us to “go out” into the world and 

spread the Good News of Christ. As a Candidate for 

ordination to The Sacred Order of Deacons in The 

Episcopal Church, the nature of “going out” into the 

world is an integral piece of my Calling from God. What I 

have learned in my formation time in seminary 

that diakonia is in all of us as baptized Christians.  

 

(continued page 2) 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dXUNWMRaEf5CmLo79
https://photos.app.goo.gl/dXUNWMRaEf5CmLo79
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Registration is open for the 59th GPUSA Grand Con-
vent & Investiture, August 31– September 4 in Long 
Beach, CA. Reserve through the website for special 
SMOTJ room rate.  

https://www.grandci.org/  

We all have the gift of serving our fellow humans in need, 

and we are all commanded to do so when we experience 

Holy Baptism.  

 

As the Day and season of Pentecost approach, I urge my 

fellow Knights and Dames to listen to what the Holy Spirit 

speaks to you. St. Teresa of Avila has been credited with 

reminding us, “Christ has no body now but yours. No 

hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes 

through which He looks compassion on this world. Yours 

are the feet with which He walks to do good. Yours are 

the hands through which He blesses all the world. Yours 

are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you 

are His body. Christ has no body now on earth but yours.” 

 

Chev. Adam James, KTJ 

Chaplain’s Team 

 

After recently meeting with the Commission on Ministry to 

discuss the next steps in my ordination process, I noticed 

something about myself. I was anxious. I was anxious 

before the meeting, during, and certainly afterwards. This 

was especially the case when thinking that this was the 

last meeting I needed for this step up the process, but in 

reality I have one more meeting in June. All the anxiety I 

felt after the meeting was mute as I still have another 

more important one to come. It made me realize how I 

failed to put my anxieties and worries to Christ. As 

Christians we are called time to give all our worries and 

anxieties over to God. One notable mention comes from 

Matthew 11:28-30 where we are called to give our 

burdens to God and find rest in him. We are called to give 

all our worries, troubles, and grief back to God because 

only God truly knows the level of comfort and help we 

need. So moving into Pentecost, I encourage you as 

followers of Christ and as Templars to give your troubles 

and worries over to the Lord. Let the Lord fill you with the 

Holy Spirit to help you move and speak in the way a 

Disciple of Christ should; this certainly means not having 

to be alone in your worries. Trust in the Lord and be 

prepared for what the Lord may do with your life!  

 

Chev. Garron, Daniels, KTJ 

Chaplain’s Team 

What’s your email address? 

If you have been receiving printed copies of our newsletter, it’s because we do not have your 
email. The Priory sends out a number of other communiques and publications including messages 
from GPUSA that you are missing out on. To receive an electronic version of the Confrere and 
other communiques, send your email address to Chev. Peter Heineman at plheineman@cox.net . 
You can ask to be removed from the distribution list at any time and your information will not be 
shared with other organizations. 

Grand Magistral Council Meeting 

Sofia, Bulgaria 

September 20-25 

https://gmcevent.osmth.org 

All members are welcom  

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium  

mailto:plheineman@cox.net
https://gmcevent.osmth.org
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The Templar’s and Hospitaller’s Militarization  

Prior to the Crusades, religious orders were dedicated to chari-

table works and prayer. As such, they were non-combatants 

during military campaigns. This began to change in the late 

months of 1119, when in response to religious tension and so-

cial unrest, a brotherhood called the Knights Templars was 

founded in Jerusalem.  

 

Around this same time, the Hospitallers (Order of Knights of the 

Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem) were also formed. 

Other than sharing a common geographical area around the 

time of their founding, the Hospitallers and the Templars were 

entirely separate and distinct. The Hospitallers had a charism 

for serving the poor and sick, and ran the Hospital of St. John. 

Whereas the Templars were formed for the express purpose of 

military defense and whose initial members consisted mainly of 

brothers-at-arms, the Hospitallers ran the Hospital of St. John 

and only took up arms as an ancillary necessity to defend those 

in their care.  

 

During the crusades, the Holy Land was increasingly unsafe for 

both its pilgrims and residents. The Hospitallers felt called to 

serve, heal, and eventually protect these communities. In the 

absence of any police force or stable government at the time, 

the Hospitallers were required to defend their institutions to con-

tinue their care of the poor and sick. 

The first mention of military service within the Hospitallers is in the statutes of the ninth grand master, Fernando Afonso 

of Portugal (about 1200). In the latter a marked distinction is made between secular knights, externs to the order, who 

served only for a time, and the professed knights, attached to the order by a perpetual vow, and who alone enjoyed the 

same spiritual privileges as the other religious. The order numbered three distinct classes of membership: the military 

brothers, the brothers infirmarians, and the brothers chaplains, to whom was entrusted the divine service. 

 

Many of the more substantial Christian fortifications in the Holy Land were built by the Templars and the Hospitallers. At 

the height of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, the Hospitallers held seven great forts and 140 other estates in the area. The 

two largest of these, their bases of power in the Kingdom and in the Principality of Antioch, were the Krak des Chevaliers 

and Margat in Syria. The property of the Order was divided into priories, subdivided into bailiwicks, which in turn were 

divided into commanderies. 

 

Following the conquest of the Holy Land by Islamic forces, the knights operated from Rhodes, over which they were sov-

ereign, and later from Malta, where they administered a vassal state under the Spanish viceroy of Sicily. As a side note, 

the Hospitallers were one of the smallest groups to briefly colonize parts of the Americas: they acquired four Caribbean 

islands in the mid-17th century, which they turned over to France in the 1660s. 

 

Though the Hospitallers’ mission of caring for the poor and the sick was kept as their first and ultimate priority, the Hospi-

tallers, eventually renamed the Order of Malta, continued to have religious brothers-in-arms for another 600 years up 

until the loss of the island of Malta to Napoleon's navy during his 1798 Egyptian campaign. 

 

Today, the Order of Malta’s military legacy is reflected in the structure of its works and its resolute commitment to care 

for the wounded in times of war.  
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Prior’s Message 
Brother Knights and Sister Dames  - 

As we move past Independence 

Day and towards Labor Day, I hope 

that each of you has had an 

opportunity to spend some time 

with friends and family this 

summer. 

If you haven’t done so recently, 

please visit http://smotj.org/ and click on “Member Login” in 

the upper-right corner.  Once you have logged in, you will 

find a wealth of resources available to you.  If you have any 

difficulty or have trouble navigating that section, please let 

me know!  

I am excited to share that we have four Postulants for the 

Fall Convent and Investiture.  Complete plans for the C&I are 

coming together and will be shared soon!  Please make sure 

that you have marked October 14th and October 15th on 

your calendar! 

  

We are actively seeking ideas for social and philanthropic 

opportunities in the Kansas City area.  We welcome your 

suggestions via e-mail to smotj@aaronshoemaker.com  

 

Fraternally, 

Chev. Aaron Shoemaker, KCTJ 
Grand Webmaster, Prior V 
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem 
Autonomous Grand Priory of the United States of America 
 

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Our priory was established in 1989.  It took the name Priory 

of St. Mary the Virgin based on St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

which was founded in 1857 and which hosted our priory and 

where we still gather.  August 15 is the celebration of the 

Assumption of Saint Mary the Virgin.  Let us explore the 

source of our priory’s name – Mary, mother of Jesus.  

Mary was engaged to Joseph.  The Angel Gabriel was sent by 

God to tell Mary that she would bear a son through the Holy 

Spirit.  Mary was called by God to bring God’s physical pres-

ence into the world in the form of her son Jesus.  How did 

Mary respond?  Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord.” 

God calls us as Christians and Templars to be servants of the 

Lord, to be the hands and feet of Jesus.  How do we respond 

individually as Christians?  How we respond as the Priory of 

St. Mary the Virgin?  

Fraternally , 

Registration is open for the 59th GPUSA Grand Con-
vent & Investiture, August 31– September 4 in Long 
Beach, CA. Reserve through the website for special 
SMOTJ room rate.  

https://www.grandci.org/  

http://smotj.org/
mailto:smotj@aaronshoemaker.com
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Medieval Farm Animals 

Medieval peasants raised most of the same animals found on a 

modern American farm.  Theirs were smaller, not having been 

bred to the enormous size of some modern pigs and cattle.  To 

be a good candidate for a farm animal, a creature had to serve 

more than one purpose. 

 

For example, sheep produced wool, the most common source 

of cloth in the Middle Ages, and their skin also was used for 

parchment, the principal material of books and official docu-

ments before paper became common in the West in the four-

teenth century.  Their meat was also eaten and their milk made 

into cheese.  Monks did not eat red meat, but they raised large 

flocks of sheep for wool and especially for parchment.  After all, 

a big book like the Bible needed a whole lot of sheepskins. 

 

Horses were used principally for riding and, to a lesser extent, 

for pulling carts and plows.  Horsehide produced a heavy leath-

er.  Horses, however, were fairly unusual before the spread of 

horseshoes, and aristocrats were always more likely to have 

horses than were peasants, who preferred the solid dependabil-

ity of oxen for pulling. 

Cattle, including both cows and oxen, produced milk and meat 

and cowhide for leather.  Most of the milk would be made into 

cheese or butter, since milk will not keep well without refriger-

ation, and cows produced milk only for a short time of the year 

anyway.  Most peasant families either had a cow or would have 

liked to have one.  

Pigs were only semi-domesticated.  They generally ran wild, 

rather than being fed at the farm.  Their favorite food was 

acorns, so oak woods were prized as places to fatten pigs be-

fore the big November roundup and pig slaughter. 

 

Chickens wandered around every farmstead.  We now won-

der if chickens might be free-range; all medieval chickens 

were free-range.  They were used for feathers, for meat, and 

especially for eggs.  The free-range hens would try to hide 

their nests, and farmers would try to find the nests before the 

eggs started developing into baby chicks; unlike modern eggs, 

medieval eggs would have been fertilized.  The eggs were very 

small by today's standards, the size of what used to be called 

pullet eggs.  

James Paul Lynch, Jr., age 79, of Kansas City, Missouri passed 
June 13, 2022 at Clara Manor Nursing Home, Kansas City, Mis-
souri. Brother Jim was knighted on August 20, 1994.  Jim was 
proud to be a Knight Templar but also humble to be 
one. Brother Jim was invested in the Order on August 20, 
1994. He was presented with the Preceptory Award in 2016 
and the Priory’s Faithful Knight Award in 2020. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE and 
INTERNMENT of ASHES 

 

St. Mary's Episcopal Church  
1307 Holmes Street, Kansas City, MO 

 

Saturday, August 27 
11:00 AM 

Dames and Knights are encouraged to wear  
their Neck Device (no mantles)  

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Chev. James P. Lynch Jr., KCTJ 

October 28, 1942 ~ June 13, 2022 (age 79) 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

When I first found out that I had gained a scholarship to go on a 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land, I simply couldn’t believe it. I was in 

utter shock and disbelief, but the excitement slowly rose within. 

All I could think about was how I would be traveling to THE Holy 

Land. I would be at the very places where Christ was at and so 

many Saints throughout the history of the Church. 

 

As I prepared from my travels, I wasn’t sure what I would ex-

pect. All I had hoped for was a deeper understanding of the plac-

es I would visit and hopefully strengthen my own faith and belief 

in Christ. Surely of all places, the Holy Land would be the place I 

would feel empowered wouldn’t it be? Well, what I experienced 

was beyond what I could have ever imagined. It blew any expec-

tations I had out of the water, to the point that I’m still trying to 

process what all I witnessed and experienced months later. 

 

 Not only do you have a deeper understanding of the places 

where the events of scripture took place, but you are filled with 

an overwhelming sense of God’s presence and the presence of 

the millions of Christians who have walked before you and 

prayed in the places you are in. There were moments where I 

was nearly in tears because the utter beauty and presence of the 

Divine was overwhelming to me. To know that this is where it all 

happened was shocking, yet beautiful. 

 

As both a Christian and Templar, I am beyond blessed that I was 

able to visit the Holy Land and be in the place where Christ lived, 

died, was buried, and resurrected. Not only that, but I was also 

able to learn so much about how the Templars and Crusades in 

Jerusalem and the amount of history they created and protected 

in the Holy Land. Going there helped enrich my understanding of 

my faith, my calling as a Priest, and the importance that Tem-

plars had centuries ago and how important they are today. It’s 

true when they say you will forever read Scripture and under-

stand your faith in a different way when you come back from the 

Holy Land. I encourage you to forth and experience it for your-

selves! 

 

Chev. Garron Daniels, KTJ 

Swordbearer  

Last month, we placed neck devises in the columbarium at St. 

Mary's Episcopal Church; one for Chev. James Lynch, Jr. KCTJ 

and one for Dr. Chev. Bruce Prince-Joseph, GCTJ.  

 

A columbarium is a structure for the reverential and usually 

public storage of funerary urns, holding cremated remains of 

the deceased. The term is derived from the Latin columba 

(“dove,” or “pigeon”), and it originally referred to a pigeon 

house or dovecote. It later acquired its more common meaning 

by association. 

 

Columbaria were common during the early Roman Empire, 

when cremation was normal practice. They were usually 

erected and supervised by funeral societies to which most of 

the lower and middle classes in Rome belonged. Originating as 

variants of traditional Etruscan and republican Roman house 

tombs, columbaria were ordinarily rectangular brick structures 

built around an open court, the walls of which contained 

niches for the urns. Some columbaria were very elaborate, and 

their numerous inscriptions, stucco paintings, and mosaics 

provide information about the otherwise almost totally 

forgotten life of the lower classes in antiquity. Perhaps the best 

examples of columbaria are those in the great necropolis 

discovered in 1915 beneath the Basilica of San Sebastiano in 

Rome. 

 

When in Hadrian’s time (ad 117–138) inhumation replaced 

cremation, columbaria became obsolete. They did not 

reappear until the 20th-century revival of cremation. 

columbarium. 
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Mos Teutonicus 
During the Second Crusade for the Holy Land it was not 
thought fit for aristocrats who fell in battle, or died of natural 
causes, to be buried away from their homeland in Muslim 
territory. The transportation of the whole body back from 
foreign parts over long distances was impractical and 
unhygienic due to decomposition, which was often accelerated 
by the climate.  
 
German aristocrats were particularly concerned that burial 
should not take place in the Holy Land, but rather on home 
soil. The Florentine chronicler Boncompagno was the first to 
connect the procedure specifically with German aristocrats, 
and coins the phrase mos Teutonicus, meaning ‘the Germanic 
custom.’  
 
English and French aristocrats generally preferred embalming 
to mos Teutonicus, involving the burial of the entrails and 
heart in a separate location from the corpse. One of the 
advantages of mos Teutonicus was that it was relatively 
economical in comparison with embalming, and was more 
hygienic.  
 
Corpse preservation was very popular in mediaeval society. 
The decaying body was seen as a representative of something 
sinful and evil. Embalming and mos Teutonicus, along with 
tomb effigies, were a way of giving the corpse an illusion of 
stasis and removed the uneasy image of putrification and 
decay.  
 
Although the Church had a high regard for the practice, Pope 
Boniface VIII was known to have an especial repugnance of 
mos Teutonicus because of his ideal of bodily integrity. In his 
bull of 1300, De Sepulturis, Boniface forbade the practice. 

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium  

Mark your calendars 

GPUSA Grand C&I 

August 31 - September 3, 2023 
Orlando, Florida  
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 

 

TEMPLAR ANNIVERSARY 

Quantum Praedecessores 

Quantum praedecessores is a papal bull issued on this 
date in 1145 by Pope Eugenius III, calling for a Second 
Crusade. Although this is the first papal bull calling for a 
crusade. Although there were papal legates 
accompanying the crusade, the expedition was 
controlled by Louis VII of France and Conrad III of 
Germany, not a religious leader. The crusade was mostly 
destroyed during its march through Anatolia. Louis and 
Conrad later joined with the army of Jerusalem at the 
unsuccessful Siege of Damascus in 1148. 

Advent Meditations 2022 

We are in the first week of Advent.  My late wife Juli was an 
Episcopal priest who graduated from the Seminary of the 
Southwest in Austin, TX.  My Advent offerings are coming from 
their 2022 Advent Meditations booklet.  You can read the 
entire content at www.OpenBookSSW.org/Advent-
Meditations/.  Click on Contents then Advent Meditations. 
Here are the words that I pulled from this week’s meditations: 

“Be fully present to each other; Be aware and be awake; Make 

God’s love known one person at a time; Engage with those we 

encounter on the paths we walk; See the face of God in the 

least and the lost; See our lives together; Be present for 

others. 

Let us ponder these words and then think of Jesus and how he 

reflected these words.  Think of the readings in the Bible about 

Jesus.  Can we come up instances of how Jesus reflected these 

words?  Write them down. 

Now, how can we, in our daily lives, reflect these words?  How 

can we as Templars and as a Priory reflect these words in 

Christ’s ministry? 

Thanksgiving has passed and Advent began on 
November 27.  Advent comes from “adventus” which is 
Latin for “coming” as in the coming of Christ.  Many 
Christians light Advent Candles each Sunday in Advent 
to focus on the season and the coming of Christ into our 
lives.  
 
During Advent we also have three Ember Days.  This 
year they are December 14, 16 and 17.  These are 
traditionally days of prayer, fasting and giving alms.  It is 
also a time of preparation for ordination, a time of 
examining one’s academic experience and spiritual 
development. 
 
We celebrate Christmas and Jesus the Son of God 
coming into our world and our lives.  After the Twelve 
Days of Christmas, we celebrate Epiphany on January 
6.  It is the manifestation or appearance of Jesus 
revealed to us as the Son of God. 
 
As Templars, how do we focus on the coming of Christ 
into our lives?  As Templars, how do we set aside time 
for prayer, fasting and giving alms to the needy?  As 
Templars, how have we grown in our spiritual 
development and ministry?  As a new year quickly 
approaches, how can we do better as Templars as 
ministers for Christ in God’s world in 2023 individually 
and as a priory?  

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

Chev. Russell Sifers, GOTJ 

Chaplain 

http://www.OpenBookSSW.org/Advent-Meditations/
http://www.OpenBookSSW.org/Advent-Meditations/
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Mark your calendars 

GPUSA Grand C&I 

August 31 - September 3, 2023 
Orlando, Florida  

The Legend of Madelon and the Christmas Rose 

The tradition tells how the shepherds, while watching their 
flocks, were visited by an Angel who was leading the Magi to the 
birthplace of Jesus. The Angel told them of the birth of Jesus 
who would be known as the Prince of Peace, the King of Kings 
and the Savior of their people. Overjoyed, the shepherds left 
their flocks to visit the newborn king taking him such gifts as 
they could afford and were befitting of their status such as, 
honey, fruit and snow-white doves.  

A young shepherdess, called Madelon, was also out tending her 
family’s flock and had witnessed the arrival of the Angel and the 
Magi and heard what the Angel told the shepherds. Hearing the 
news, the young girl’s heart became full of love and devotion 
and filled with faith. At a distance, she followed the Angel, the 
Magi and the shepherds to the stable where Jesus lay in the 
manger, cared for by Mary and Joseph. 
 
She watched as they entered the stable and the Magi laid their 
wonderful gifts of gold, myrrh and frankincense before the baby 
Jesus. She watched as the shepherds gave their gifts of honey, 
fruit and snow-white doves. Realizing she had nothing to give 
she rushed back to the hillside to try and find flowers that she 
could lay before him. 
 
Finding none on the snow covered hillside she became full of 
shame and despair and began crying. As she cried her tears fell 
down her face onto the snowy ground around her. Seeing this 
from on high the Angel came down and touched the ground and 
a bush of the most beautiful winter roses sprang forth at her 
feet. 
 
The Angel told her, “No gold, no frankincense, no myrrh, is as 
precious, or as fitting a gift for the Prince of Peace as these pure 
blooms that are born from the pure tears of love, faith and 
devotion.”  
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