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INTRODUCTION

Antioch

O

ne of the four Crusader states established following the success of the First Crusade.
Antioch (located near modern-day Antakya, Turkey) and its surrounding areas were the
site of crucial early Templar holdings, including the castles of Baghras, Darbask, La
Roche de Roussel and La Roche de Guillaume. The latter, Antioch’s last Templar
stronghold, fell to the Muslims around 1299.
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History

Antioch on the Orontes was an ancient Greek city on the eastern side of the
Orontes River. Its ruins lie near the current city of Antakya, Turkey, to which the
ancient city lends its name.
The settlement called Meroe pre-dates Antioch. A shrine of the Semitic goddess
Anat, called by Herodotus the "Persian Artemis", was located here. This site was
included in the eastern suburbs of Antioch. There was a village on the spur of
Mount Silpius named Io, or Iopolis. Antiochenes anxious to affiliate themselves to the
Attic Ionians always adduced this name as evidence.
Antioch was founded near the end of the fourth century BC by Seleucus I Nicator,
one of Alexander the Great's generals. The city's geographical, military, and
economic location benefited its occupants, particularly such features as the spice
trade, the Silk Road, and the Royal Road. It eventually rivaled Alexandria as the
chief city of the Near East. The city was the capital of the Seleucid Empire until 63
BC, when the Romans took control, making it the seat of the governor of the
province of Syria. From the early fourth century, the city was the seat of the Count
of the Orient, head of the regional administration of sixteen provinces. It was also
the main center of Hellenistic Judaism at the end of the Second Temple period.
Antioch was one of the most important cities in the eastern Mediterranean half of
the Roman Empire. It covered almost 1,100 acres within the walls of which one
quarter was mountain, leaving 750 acres about one-fifth the area of Rome within the
Aurelian Walls.
Antioch was called "the cradle of Christianity" as a result of its longevity and the
pivotal role that it played in the emergence of both Hellenistic Judaism and early
Christianity. The Christian New Testament asserts that the name "Christian" first
emerged in Antioch. It was one of the four cities of Seleucis of Syria, and its
residents were known as Antiochenes. The city may have had up to 250,000 people
during Augustan times, but it declined to relative insignificance during the Middle
Ages because of warfare, repeated earthquakes, and a change in trade routes, which
no longer passed through Antioch from the far east following the Mongol invasions
and conquests.

Siege of Antioch

In 1098, Antioch was the scene of one of the First Crusade’s most remarkable
victories (see the publication, Sieges and Battles of the Crusades for details). The
Crusaders besieged the city for nine months, during which starvation took its toll,
within and without.
Word came that a Muslim relief force was on its way under the command of
Kerbogah of Mosul. The Christians’ situation looked so hopeless that the Norman
Stephen of Blois deserted with his men. He met Emperor Alexius Comnenus with a
Greek army coming to relieve the Crusaders, but told the Emperor to turn back, as
in all likelihood the Crusaders were already dead.
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Holy Lance

also known as the Lance of
Longinus (named after Saint
Longinus), the Spear of Destiny,
or the Holy Spear, is legendarily
known as the lance that pierced
the side of Jesus as he hung on
the cross during his crucifixion.
During the June 1098 Siege of
Antioch, a poor monk named
Peter Bartholomew reported
that he had a vision in which St.
Andrew told him that the Holy
Lance was buried in the Church
of St. Peter in Antioch. After
much digging in the cathedral,
Bartholomew allegedly
discovered a lance. Despite the
doubts of many, including the
papal legate Adhemar of Le
Puy, the discovery of the Holy
Lance of Antioch inspired the
starving Crusaders to break the
siege and secure the city. At
least four major relics are
claimed to be the Holy Lance or
parts of it.

Stephen of Blois was
mistaken, At the last minute,
with inside help secured by
Bohemond of Taranto, the
Crusaders had taken the city.
However, Kerbogah’s army
appeared outside Antioch,
and the weakened Franks
seemed doomed after all.
Their morale was lifted when
the Holy Spear was
unearthed in their midst
following a hermit’s vision,
and the relic helped to
inspire them on to victory.
Antioch was to become the
capital of one of the Latin
states.

Figure 1 The siege of Antioch, from a 15th-century miniature painting

Princes and Regents of Antioch

The Crusader states were feudal polities created by the Latin Catholic leaders of the
First Crusade through conquest and political subterfuge. Four states were
established: the County of Edessa (1098–1150); the Principality of Antioch (1098–
1287), the County of Tripoli (1102–1289), and the Kingdom of Jerusalem (1099–
1291).
The Principality of Antioch was much smaller than the County of Edessa or the
Kingdom of Jerusalem. It extended around the northeastern edge of the
Mediterranean, bordering the County of Tripoli to the south, Edessa to the east, and
the Byzantine Empire or the Kingdom of Armenia to the northwest, depending on
the date.
It had roughly 20,000 inhabitants in the 12th century, most of whom were
Armenians and Greek Orthodox Christians, with a few Muslims outside the city
itself. Most of the crusaders who settled there were of Norman origin, notably from
the Norman Kingdom of southern Italy, as were the first rulers of the principality,
who surrounded themselves with their own loyal subjects. Few of the inhabitants
apart from the Crusaders were Roman Catholic even though the city was set under
the jurisdiction of the Latin Patriarchate of Antioch, established in 1100. This
patriarchate would endure as a titular one after the Crusades, until it was dropped in
1964.
Prince of Antioch was the title given to Norman rulers of the Principality of
Antioch. The Princes originally came from the County of Sicily in Southern Italy.
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Bohemond of Taranto
The Norman Bohemund I (ca. 1055-c.
1111) was one of the chief lay leaders of
the First Crusade, in 1095-1099, and the
self-proclaimed prince of Antioch from
1098 to 1105.

BOHEMOND was baptized Mark, possibly because he
was born at his father's castle at San Marco Argentano in
Calabria. He was nicknamed Bohemond after a legendary
giant.

The eldest son of the Norman adventurer
Robert Guiscard, Bohemund became
involved after 1080 in several Norman
expeditions against the Byzantine Empire
in southern Italy and on the Greek
mainland. But when his father died in 1085,
the Greek invasion came to a halt, and
Bohemund returned to Italy to wrest what Figure 2 Portrait of Bohemond I by Merry-Joseph Blondel
lands he could, including Taranto, from his
half-brother, Roger, the successor to the fiefs in Apulia and Calabria. In 1096
Bohemund joined the French contingent of the First Crusade on its way to
Constantinople.
In spite of his reputation as an enemy of the Byzantines, he soon reached an
agreement with Emperor Alexius and swore an oath of allegiance to him. But this
only aggravated the rivalry between Bohemund and Count Raymond of Saint-Gilles
for the position of supreme lay leader of the crusade. Although charming when
necessary, Bohemund was ambitious, aggressive, and capable of duplicity when it
served his ends. Princess Anna Comnena, daughter of Alexius, was both attracted
and repelled by this Norman, whom she described as blond, clean-shaven, and very
tall but beautifully proportioned. "A certain charm hung about this man," she wrote,
"but was partly marred by a general air of the horrible."
At the siege of Antioch in the spring of 1098, Bohemund was successful in
breaching the city's walls. Once in command, he took the title of prince of Antioch,
thus ignoring his promise of 1097 to give the fortress to the Emperor. In August
1100 he was captured by the Turkish emir of Sivas and held prisoner until he was
ransomed in the spring of 1103. During his captivity, Tancred acted as regent in
Antioch.
When Bohemund's small and ill-equipped army was defeated in 1104 by the Turks
at Harran near the Euphrates River, he returned to France. He married Constance,
the daughter of King Philip, and remained in France until 1107, when he set out to
lay siege to the Byzantine town of Durazzo. Emperor Alexius, however, contained
him and forced him to a truce. Alexius finally took his revenge, and Bohemund
became his vassal for Antioch. The crusader returned to Italy and died in Apulia in
1111.
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Bohemund was a skillful military commander—one of the great Norman
conquerors of the late 11th century. Constantly at odds with the Greek emperor and
his own allies, Bohemund was a living denial of the ideals of Christian unity
preached by the ecclesiastical leaders. Apparently, he was more interested in using
the crusade for his own purposes—primarily to counter the Byzantine military
force— than in rescuing the Holy Sepulcher from the infidel.

Principality of
Galilee

was one of the four major
seigneuries of the crusader
Kingdom of Jerusalem,
according to 13th century
commentator John of Ibelin.
The direct holdings of the
principality centered around
Tiberias, in Galilee proper, but
with all its vassals, the lordship
covered all Galilee (now Israel)
and southern Phoenicia (today
Lebanon). The independent
Lordship of Sidon was located
between Galilee's holdings. The
principality also had its own
vassals: the Lordships of Beirut,
Nazareth, and Haifa. The
principality was established, at
least in name, in 1099 when
Tancred was given Tiberias,
Haifa, and Bethsan by Godfrey
of Bouillon. In 1101, Baldwin I
limited Tancred's power by
giving Haifa to Geldemar
Carpenel, and Tancred was
forced to give up the
principality and become regent
in Antioch. The principality
became the fief of the families
of St. Omer, Montfaucon, and
then Bures, and its main seat
was in Tiberias; thus it was
sometimes also called the
Principality of Tiberias or the
Tiberiad. The principality was
destroyed by Saladin in 1187,
although the title was used by
relatives and younger sons of
the kings of Cyprus (the titular
kings of Jerusalem) afterwards,
and some of its former holdings
were briefly reclaimed by a
treaty made during the Barons'
Crusade.

Tancred of Hauteville
(1075 – December 5 or December 12,
1112) was an Italo-Norman leader of the
First Crusade who later became Prince of
Galilee and regent of the Principality of
Antioch. Tancred came from the house of
Hauteville and was the great-grandson of
Norman lord Tancred of Hauteville.
Tancred assisted in the siege of Antioch in
1098. One year later, during the assault on
Jerusalem, Tancred, along with Gaston IV
of Béarn, claimed to have been the first
Crusader to enter the city on July 15.
However, the first crusader to enter
Jerusalem was Ludolf of Tournai, and he
was followed by his brother Englebert.
When the city fell, Tancred gave his banner
to a group of the citizens who had fled to
the roof of the Temple of Solomon. This
should have assured their safety, but they
were massacred, along with many others,
during the sack of the city.
In 1100, Tancred became Regent of
Antioch when Bohemond was taken
Figure 3 Tancred of Hauteville, Prince of Galilea
prisoner by the Danishmends at the Battle
of Melitene. He expanded the territory of
the Latin principality by capturing land from the Byzantines, although, over the next
decade, Alexius attempted, unsuccessfully, to bring him under Byzantine control. In
1104, he also took control of the County of Edessa when Baldwin II was taken
captive after the Battle of Harran. After Baldwin's release in late 1108, he had to
fight Tancred (probably early 1109) to regain control of the county; Tancred was
eventually defeated and returned to Antioch. After Harran, Bohemond returned to
Europe to recruit more Crusaders, again leaving his nephew as regent in Antioch.
Tancred's victory over Radwan of Aleppo at the Battle of Artah in 1105 allowed the
Latin principality to recover some its territories east of the Orontes River.
In 1108, Tancred refused to honor the Treaty of Devol, in which Bohemond swore
an oath of fealty to Alexius, and for decades afterwards Antioch remained
independent of the Byzantine Empire. In 1110, he brought Krak des Chevaliers
under his control, which would later become an important castle in the County of
Tripoli. Tancred remained regent in Antioch in the name of Bohemond II until his
death in 1112 during a typhoid epidemic.
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Roger of Salerno
was regent of the Principality of Antioch from 1112 to 1119. He was the son of
Richard of the Principate and the 2nd cousin of Tancred, Prince of Galilee, both
participants on the First Crusade. He became regent of Antioch when Tancred died
in 1112; the actual prince, Bohemund II, was still a child. Like Tancred, Roger was
almost constantly at war with the nearby Muslim states such as Aleppo. In 1114
there was an earthquake that destroyed many of the fortifications of the principality,
and Roger took great care to rebuild them, especially those near the frontier.
Roger defeated Bursuq ibn Bursuq in 1115 at the Battle of Tell Danith. With
Joscelin I of Edessa, Roger put enough military pressure on Aleppo that the city
allied with Ortoqid emir Ilghazi in 1118. Ilghazi invaded the Principality in 1119,
and despite the urging of the Patriarch, Roger did not wait for reinforcements from
Jerusalem or Tripoli. At the ensuing Battle of Ager Sanguinis he had 700 knights
and 3000 foot soldiers, including 500 Armenian cavalry, but nearly all were killed,
including Roger himself. Ilghazi's forces scattered to plunder the surrounding land
and did not attack Antioch itself.
Baldwin II of Jerusalem came north to
take over the regency of the principality.

AGER SANGUINIS “field of blood” is possibly a
Biblical reference to the field purchased by Judas with the
money he had been given to betray Jesus and later killed
himself.

Baldwin II of Jerusalem
(c. 1075 –August 21, 1131), was Count of
Edessa from 1100 to 1118, and King of
Jerusalem from 1118 until his death. He
accompanied his cousins Godfrey of
Bouillon and Baldwin of Boulogne to the
Holy Land during the First Crusade. He
succeeded Baldwin of Boulogne as the
second count of Edessa when he left the
county for Jerusalem following his
brother's death. He was captured at the
Battle of Harran in 1104. He was held first
by Sökmen of Mardin, then by Jikirmish of
Mosul, and finally by Jawali Saqawa.
During his captivity, Tancred, the
Crusader ruler of the Principality of
Antioch, and Tancred's cousin, Roger of
Salerno, governed Edessa as Baldwin's
regents.

Figure 4 Baldwin II by Édouard Odier

His cousin, Joscelin of Courtenay, lord of Turbessel, ransomed Baldwin in the
summer of 1108. Tancred attempted to retain Edessa, but Bernard of Valence, the
Latin patriarch of Antioch, persuaded him to restore the county to Baldwin.
Baldwin allied with Jawali, but Tancred and his ally, Radwan of Aleppo, defeated
them at Turbessel. Baldwin and Tancred were reconciled at an assembly of the
crusader leaders near Tripoli in April 1109. Mawdud, the Atabeg of Mosul, and his
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successor, Aqsunqur al-Bursuqi, launched a series of campaigns against Edessa in
the early 1110s, devastating the eastern regions of the country. Baldwin accused
Joscelin of treason for seizing the prosperous town of Turbessel from him in 1113
and captured the neighboring Armenian lordships in 1116 and 1117.

Joscelin of
Courtenay

was the son of Joscelin I, Lord
of Courtenay, and Elizabeth,
daughter of Guy I of Montlhéry
He arrived in the Holy Land
during the Crusade of 1101, and
entered first into the service of
his cousin Count Baldwin II of
Rethel (in the army of Godfrey
of Bouillon), who invested him
with the lordship of Turbessel.
Later Joscelin would serve in
the army of Stephen of Blois. In
1104, he was captured at the
Battle of Harran. After passing
into the hands of Ilghazi, ruler
of Mardin, Joscelin was
ransomed for 20,000 dinars in
1107. By 1113, Joscelin had
carved out a semi-autonomous
state around Turbessel to the
west of the Euphrates, while
Baldwin II controlled the
territory east of the Euphrates
around Edessa itself, which was
continually harassed by the
Seljuk Turks. That year, Baldwin
dispossessed him of Turbessel,
while Joscelin travelled to
Jerusalem, where he was given
the title of Prince of Galilee. In
1118, Baldwin II succeeded
Baldwin I as king of Jerusalem.
Despite their former hostility,
Joscelin fully endorsed Baldwin
II, over the candidacy of
Baldwin I's brother Eustace III
of Boulogne. Joscelin was
rewarded with the County of
Edessa. Captured twice, Joscelin
continued to expand his county,
even participating in the Battle
of Azaz in 1125. Gravely
injured during the collapse of a
sapper mine, Joscelin would
march his army to relieve the
besieged fortress of Kaysun,
and died soon after.

Baldwin of Boulogne, the first king of Jerusalem, died on April 2, 1118. He
bequeathed Jerusalem to his brother Count Eustace III of Boulogne, stipulating that
the throne was to be offered to Baldwin if Eustace failed to come to the Holy Land.
Arnulf of Chocques, the Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, and Joscelin of Courtenay,
who held the largest fief in the Kingdom of Jerusalem, convinced their peers to elect
Baldwin king. Baldwin took possession of most towns in the kingdom and gave
Edessa to Joscelin. After the army of the Principality of Antioch was almost
annihilated on June 28, 1119, Baldwin was elected regent for the absent Prince
Bohemond II of Antioch. The frequent Seljuq invasions of Antioch forced him to
spend most of his time in the principality, which caused discontent in Jerusalem.
After Nur al-Daulak Balak captured him in April 1123, a group of noblemen offered
the throne to Count Charles I of Flanders, but Charles refused. During his absence,
the Jerusalemite troops captured Tyre with the assistance of a Venetian fleet. After
he was released in August 1124, he tried to capture Aleppo, but al-Bursuqi forced
him to abandon the siege in early 1125.
Bohemond II came to Syria in October 1126. Baldwin gave his second daughter,
Alice, in marriage to him and also renounced the regency. Baldwin planned to
conquer Damascus, but he needed external support to achieve his goal. He married
off his eldest daughter, Melisende, to the wealthy Count Fulk V of Anjou in 1129.
The new troops who accompanied Fulk to Jerusalem enabled Baldwin to invade
Damascene territory, but he could seize only Banias with the support of the Nizari
(or Assassins) in late 1129. After Bohemond II was killed in a battle in early 1130,
Baldwin forced Alice to leave Antioch and assumed the regency for her daughter,
Constance. He fell seriously ill in Antioch and took monastic vows before he died in
the Holy Sepulchre. Baldwin had been respected for his military talent, but he was
notorious for his "love for money".

Bohemond II
(1107/1108 – February 1130) was Prince of Taranto from 1111 to 1128 and Prince
of Antioch from 1111/1119 to 1130. He was the son of Bohemond I, who in 1108
was forced to submit to the authority of the Byzantine Empire in the Treaty of
Devol. Three years later, the infant Bohemond inherited the Principality of Taranto
under the guardianship of his mother, Constance of France. The Principality of
Antioch was administered by his father's nephew, Tancred, until 1111. Tancred's
cousin, Roger of Salerno, managed the principality from 1111 to 1119. After Roger
died in the Battle of the Field of Blood, Baldwin II of Jerusalem took over the
administration of Antioch. However, he did acknowledge Bohemond's right to
personally rule the principality upon reaching the age of majority.
Bohemond came to Antioch in autumn 1126. He launched successful military
campaigns against the nearby Muslim rulers, but his conflict with Joscelin I of
Courtenay enabled Imad ad-Din Zengi to secure Mosul and Aleppo. Meanwhile,
Roger II of Sicily occupied the Principality of Taranto in 1128. Bohemond died
fighting against Danishmend Emir Gazi during a military campaign against Cilician
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Palace Intrigue

The estrangement between
husband and wife was a
convenient political tool that
Fulk used in 1134 when he
accused Hugh II of Le Puiset,
Count of Jaffa, of having an
affair with Melisende. Hugh was
the most powerful baron in the
kingdom, and devotedly loyal to
the memory of his cousin
Baldwin II. This loyalty now
extended to Melisende.
Contemporary sources, such as
William of Tyre, discount the
alleged infidelity of Melisende
and instead point out that Fulk
overly favored newly arrived
Frankish crusaders from Anjou
over the native nobility of the
kingdom. Had Melisende been
guilty, the Church and nobility
likely would not have later
rallied to her cause. Hugh allied
himself with the Muslim city of
Ascalon, and was able to hold
off the army set against him. He
could not maintain his position
indefinitely, however. His
alliance with Ascalon cost him
support at court. The Patriarch
negotiated lenient terms for
peace, and Hugh was exiled for
three years. Soon thereafter an
unsuccessful assassination
attempt against Hugh was
attributed to Fulk or his
supporters. This was reason
enough for the queen's party to
openly challenge Fulk, as Fulk's
unfounded assertions of
infidelity were a public affront
that would damage Melisende's
position entirely. Through what
amounted to a palace coup, the
queen's supporters overcame
Fulk, and from 1135 onwards,
Fulk's influence rapidly
deteriorated. One historian
wrote that Fulk's supporters
"went in terror of their lives" in
the palace. William of Tyre
wrote that Fulk "did not
attempt to take the initiative,
even in trivial matters, without
[Melisende's] knowledge".
Husband and wife reconciled by
1136 and a second son, Amalric,
was born. When Fulk was killed
in a hunting accident in 1143,
Melisende publicly and privately
mourned for him.

Armenia, and Gümüshtigin sent Bohemond's embalmed head to the Abbasid
Caliph.

Fulk of Anjou
(c. 1089/92 –November 13, 1143), also known as Fulk the Younger, was the count
of Anjou (as Fulk V) from 1109 to 1129 and the King of Jerusalem from 1131 to his
death. During his reign, the Kingdom of Jerusalem reached its largest territorial
extent.
Fulk was born at Angers, between 1089 and 1092, the son of Count Fulk IV of
Anjou and Bertrade de Montfort. In 1092, Bertrade deserted her husband, and
bigamously married King Philip I of France. Fulk V became count of Anjou upon
his father's death in 1109. In the next year, he married Countess Ermengarde of
Maine, cementing Angevin control over the County of Maine.
Fulk was originally an opponent of King Henry I of England and a supporter of
King Louis VI of France, but in 1118 or 1119 he allied with Henry when he
arranged for his daughter Matilda of Anjou to marry Henry's son William Adelin.
Fulk went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1119 or 1120, and became attached to the
Knights Templar. He returned, late in 1121, after which he began to subsidize the
Templars, maintaining two knights in the Holy Land for a year.
By 1127 Fulk was preparing to return to Anjou when he received an embassy from
King Baldwin II of Jerusalem. Baldwin II had no male heirs but had already
designated his daughter Melisende to succeed him. Baldwin II wanted to safeguard
his daughter's inheritance by marrying her to a powerful lord. Fulk was a wealthy
crusader and experienced military commander, and a widower. His experience in the
field would prove invaluable in a frontier state always in the grip of war.
However, Fulk held out for better terms than mere consort of the queen. He
wanted to be king alongside Melisende. Baldwin II, reflecting on Fulk's fortune and
military exploits, acquiesced. Fulk abdicated his county seat of Anjou to his son
Geoffrey and left for Jerusalem, where he married Melisende on 2 June 1129. Later
Baldwin II bolstered Melisende's position in the kingdom by making her sole
guardian of her son by Fulk, Baldwin III, born in 1130.
Fulk and Melisende became joint rulers of Jerusalem in 1131 with Baldwin II's
death. From the start Fulk assumed sole control of the government, excluding
Melisende altogether. He favored fellow countrymen from Anjou to the native
nobility. The other Crusader states to the north feared that Fulk would attempt to
impose the suzerainty of Jerusalem over them, as Baldwin II had done. But as Fulk
was far less powerful than his deceased father-in-law, the northern states rejected his
authority. Melisende's sister Alice of Antioch, exiled from the Principality by
Baldwin II, took control of Antioch once more after the death of her father. She
allied with Pons of Tripoli and Joscelin II of Edessa to prevent Fulk from marching
north in 1132. Fulk and Pons fought a brief battle before peace was made and Alice
was exiled again.
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Jerusalem's northern border was of great concern. Fulk had been appointed regent
of the Principality of Antioch by Baldwin II. As Regent, he had Raymond of Poitou
marry the infant Princess Constance of Antioch, his and Melisende's niece.

Raymond of Poitiers
(c. 1099– June 29, 1149) was the younger son of William IX, Duke of Aquitaine, and
his wife Philippa, Countess of Toulouse. Against the wishes of Alice, the marriage
was arranged for Constance with Raymond, at the time staying in England, which he
left only after the death of Henry I on December 1, 1135.

John II
Comnenus

or Komnenos, was Byzantine
emperor from 1118 to 1143. Also
known as "John the Beautiful" or
"John the Good" (Kaloïōannēs), he
was the eldest son of Emperor
Alexios I Komnenos and Irene
Doukaina and the second emperor
to rule during the Komnenian
restoration of the Byzantine
Empire. John was a pious and
dedicated monarch who was
determined to undo the damage his
empire had suffered following the
Battle of Manzikert, half a century
earlier. John has been assessed as
the greatest of the Komnenian
emperors. In the course of the
quarter-century of his reign, John
made alliances with the Holy
Roman Empire in the west,
decisively defeated the Pechenegs,
Hungarians and Serbs in the
Balkans, and personally led
numerous campaigns against the
Turks in Asia Minor. John's
campaigns fundamentally changed
the balance of power in the east,
forcing the Turks onto the
defensive and restoring to the
Byzantines many towns, fortresses
and cities right across the Anatolian
peninsula. In the southeast, John
extended Byzantine control from
the Maeander in the west all the way
to Cilicia and Tarsus in the east. In
an effort to demonstrate the
Byzantine ideal of the emperor's
role as the leader of the Christian
world, John marched into Muslim
Syria at the head of the combined
forces of Byzantium and the
Crusader states; yet despite the great
vigor with which he pressed the
campaign, John's hopes were
disappointed by the evasiveness of
his Crusader allies and their
reluctance to fight alongside his
forces.

Upon hearing word that Raymond was going to pass through his lands in order to
marry the princess of Antioch, King Roger II of Sicily ordered him arrested. By a
series of subterfuges, Raymond passed through southern Italy and only arrived at
Antioch after April 19, 1136. Patriarch Ralph of Domfront then convinced Alice
that Raymond was there to marry her, whereupon she allowed him to enter Antioch
(whose loyal garrison had refused him entry) and the patriarch married him to
Constance. Alice then left the city, now under the control of Raymond and Ralph.
The first years of their joint rule were spent in conflicts with the Byzantine Emperor
John II Comnenus, who had come south partly to recover Cilicia from Leo of
Armenia, and to reassert his rights over Antioch. Raymond was forced to pay
homage, and even to promise to cede his principality as soon as he was
recompensed by a new fief, which John promised to carve out for him in the
Muslim territory to the east of Antioch. The expedition of 1138, in which Raymond
joined with John, and which was to conquer this territory, proved a failure. The
expedition culminated in the unsuccessful Siege of Shaizar. Raymond was not
anxious to help the emperor to acquire new territories, when their acquisition only
meant for him the loss of Antioch. John Comnenus returned unsuccessful to
Constantinople, after demanding from Raymond, without response, the surrender
of the citadel of Antioch.
There followed a struggle between Raymond and the patriarch. Raymond was
annoyed by the homage, which he had been forced to pay to the patriarch in 1135
and the dubious validity of the patriarch's election offered a handle for opposition.
Eventually Raymond triumphed, and the patriarch was deposed (1139). In 1142,
John Comnenus returned to the attack, but Raymond refused to recognize or renew
his previous submission, and John, though he ravaged the neighborhood of
Antioch, was unable to effect anything against him. When, however Raymond
demanded from Manuel, who had succeeded John in 1143, the cession of some of
the Cilician towns, he found that he had met his match. Manuel forced him to a
humiliating visit to Constantinople, during which he renewed his oath of homage
and promised to acknowledge a Greek patriarch.
In 1144, news of the fall of Edessa reached Europe, and Raymond of Poitiers had
already sent a delegation including Hugh, Bishop of Jabala, to seek aid from Pope
Eugene III.
In the last year of Raymond's life, Louis VII and his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine
(Raymond's niece) visited Antioch during the Second Crusade. Raymond sought to
prevent Louis from going south to Jerusalem and to induce him to stay in Antioch
and help in the conquest of Aleppo and Caesarea. Raymond was also suspected of
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having an incestuous affair with his beautiful niece Eleanor. Louis became
suspicious of the attention Raymond lavished on Eleanor, and the long
conversations they enjoyed. William of Tyre claims that Raymond seduced Eleanor
to get revenge on her husband, who refused to aid him in his wars against the
Saracens, and that "contrary to [Eleanor's] royal dignity, she disregarded her marriage vows and
was unfaithful to her husband." Most modern historians dismiss such rumors, however,
pointing out the closeness of Raymond and his niece during her early childhood,
and the effulgent Aquitainian manner of behavior. In addition, as the pious Louis
continued to have relations with his wife, it is doubtful that he believed his charge of
incest.
Louis hastily left Antioch
and Raymond was balked
in his plans. In 1149 he
was killed in the Battle of
Inab during an expedition
against Nur ad-Din Zangi.
He was beheaded by
Shirkuh, the uncle of
Saladin, and his head was
placed in a silver box and
sent to the Caliph AlMuqtafi of Baghdad as a
gift.

Figure 5 Recovery of Raymond's body after the battle of Inab

Constance of Hauteville
(c. 1099– June 29, 1149)
Constance was the ruling princess of Antioch from 1130 to
1163. Constance was the only child of Prince Bohemond II
of Antioch and Alice, the second daughter of King Baldwin
II of Jerusalem. Constance succeeded her father at the age
of two, after he fell in battle, although his cousin Roger II
of Sicily laid claim to Antioch. Her mother assumed the
regency, but the Antiochene noblemen replaced her with
her father (Constance's grandfather), Baldwin II of
Jerusalem. After he died in 1131, Alice again tried to take
control of the government, but the Antiochene barons
acknowledged the right of her brother-in-law Fulk of Anjou
to rule as regent for Constance.
Constance was given in marriage to Raymond of Poitiers in
1136. During the subsequent years, Raymond ruled Antioch
while Constance gave birth to four children. After
Figure 6 Constance of Antioch
Raymond was murdered after a battle in 1149, Fulk of
Anjou's son Baldwin III of Jerusalem assumed the regency.
He tried to persuade Constance to remarry, but she did not accept his candidates.
She also refused to marry a middle-aged relative of the Byzantine Emperor Manuel I
Komnenus. Finally, she found a love interest and was married to Raynald of
Châtillon, a knight from France, in 1153.
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After her second husband fell into captivity around 1160–1161, Constance wanted
to rule Antioch alone, but Baldwin III of Jerusalem declared her fifteen-year-old
son, Bohemond III, the lawful prince. Constance disregarded this declaration and
took control of the administration of the principality with the assistance of Emperor
Manuel. Constance was dethroned in favor of her son shortly before her death.

Bohemond III
(c. 1148–1201) also known as Bohemond the Child
or the Stammerer, was Prince of Antioch from
1163 to 1201. He was the elder son of Constance
of Antioch and her first husband, Raymond of
Poitiers. Bohemond ascended to the throne after
the Antiochene noblemen dethroned his mother
with the assistance of the lord of Armenian Cilicia,
Thoros II. He fell into captivity in the Battle of
Harim in 1164, but the victorious Nur ad-Din,
Atabeg of Aleppo released him to avoid coming
into conflict with the Byzantine Empire.
Bohemond went to Constantinople to pay homage
to Manuel I Komnenos, who persuaded him to
install a Greek Orthodox patriarch in Antioch. The
Latin patriarch of Antioch, Aimery of Limoges,
placed Antioch under interdict. Bohemond
restored Aimery only after the Greek patriarch died
during an earthquake in 1170.

Figure 7 Bohemond III

Bohemond remained a close ally of the Byzantine Empire. He fought against the
new lord of Armenian Cilicia, Mleh, assisting in the restoration of Byzantine rule in
the Cilician plain. He also made alliances with the Muslim rulers of Aleppo and
Damascus against Saladin, who had begun to unite the Muslim countries along the
borders of the crusader states. Since Bohemond repudiated his second wife and
married an Antiochene lady, Patriarch Aimery excommunicated him in 1180.
Bohemond forced the Armenian rulers of Cilicia to accept his suzerainty in the late
1180s. He also secured the County of Tripoli for his second son, Bohemond, in
1187. However, Saladin occupied almost the whole Principality of Antioch in the
summer of 1188. To preserve the peace with Saladin, Bohemond did not provide
military assistance to the crusaders during the Third Crusade. The expansionist
policy of King Leo I of Armenia in the 1190s gave rise to a lasting conflict between
Antioch and Cilicia. Leo, who tried to seize Antioch, captured Bohemond in 1194
but the burghers formed the Commune of Antioch and expelled the Armenian
soldiers from the town. Bohemond was released only after he acknowledged Leo's
independence.
New conflicts emerged after Bohemond's eldest son, Raymond, died in 1197.
Raymond's widow, who was Leo's niece, gave birth to a posthumous son,
Raymond-Roupen, but Bohemond's younger son, Bohemond of Tripoli, wanted to
secure his succession in Antioch with the assistance of the commune. The elderly
Bohemond seems to have supported his son during his last years. The War of the
Antiochene Succession began with Bohemond's death and lasted until 1219.
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Bohemond IV

Order of
Assissins

The Assassins were a Nizari
Isma'ili sect of Shia Islam who
lived in the mountains of Persia
and in Syria between 1090 and
1275. The Nizari Isma'ili State
was founded by Hassan-i
Sabbah. Sabbah called his
disciples Asāsiyyūn (meaning
"people who are faithful to the
foundation [of the faith]"). The
state was formed in 1090 after
the capture of Alamut Castle in
modern Iran, which served as
the Assassins' headquarters. The
Alamut and Lambsar castles
became the foundation of a
network of Isma'ili fortresses
throughout Persia and Syria that
formed the backbone of
Assassin power, and included
Syrian strongholds at Masyaf,
Abu Qubays, al-Qadmus and alKahf. The Nizari Isma'ili State
was ruled by Hassan-i Sabbath
until his death in 1124. The
Western world was introduced
to the Assassins by the works of
Marco Polo who understood
the name as deriving from the
term hashish. While Assassins
typically refers to the entire sect,
only a group of disciples known
as the fida'i actually engaged in
conflict. Lacking their own
army, the Nizari relied on these
warriors to carry out espionage
and assassinations of key enemy
figures. The preferred method
of killing was by dagger, never
poison or arrows. The Assassins
posed a substantial strategic
threat to Fatimid, Abbasid, and
Seljuk authority. Over the
course of nearly 300 years, they
killed hundreds - including three
caliphs, a ruler of Jerusalem and
several Muslim and Christian
leaders.

(c. 1175–1233) also known as Bohemond the One-Eyed, was Count of Tripoli from
1187 to 1233, and Prince of Antioch from 1201 to 1216 and again from 1219 to
1233. As noted above, he was the younger son of Bohemond III of Antioch. The
dying Raymond III of Tripoli offered his county to Bohemond's elder brother,
Raymond, but their father sent Bohemond to Tripoli in late 1187. Saladin, the
Ayyubid sultan of Egypt and Syria, conquered the county, save for the capital and
two fortresses, in summer 1188.
Raymond died in early 1197, leaving a posthumous son, Raymond-Roupen.
Raymond-Roupen's mother, Alice, was the niece of Leo I of Cilicia who persuaded
the Antiochene noblemen to acknowledge Raymond-Roupen's right to succeed his
grandfather. However, the Latin and Greek burghers proclaimed Bohemond heir to
his father. After his father died in April 1201, Bohemond seized Antioch with the
support of the burghers, the Knights Templar and Hospitallers, and the Italian
merchants.
Bohemond made an alliance with Az-Zahir Ghazi, the Ayyubid emir of Aleppo, and
Kaykaus I, the Seljuq sultan of Rum, who often invaded Cilicia during the following
years, to prevent Leo I from attacking Antioch. Cilician soldiers who tried to seize a
caravan wounded the grand master of the Knights Templar Guillaume de Chartres,
in a skirmish on the plains near Antioch in 1211. Their action annoyed Pope
Innocent who excommunicated Leo of Cilicia. Bohemond expelled the Eastern
Orthodox patriarch from Antioch, allowing Peter of Ivrea to take charge of his see.
John of Brienne, King of Jerusalem, sent reinforcements to Antioch to fight against
the Armenians. Leo dispatched Raymond-Roupen to attack the Templars' domains
in Bohemond's principality in 1212.
A group of Assassins murdered Bohemond's eldest son, Raymond, in 1213. At the
time, the Assassins were tributaries to the Hospitallers and Bohemond suspected the
Hospitallers had been involved in the murder. After Bohemond and the Templars
laid siege their fortress at Khawabi, the Assassins sought assistance from
Bohemond's old ally, Az-Zahir Ghazi. Az-Zahir Ghazi appealed to Al-Adil,
although they had been enemies. Their alliance forced Bohemond to lift the siege
and to send an apology to Az-Zahir Ghazi.
Bohemond preferred to stay in Tripoli which caused discontent among the citizens
of Antioch. Peter of Ivrea, the Hospitallers and Acharie of Sermin, who was the
senechal of Antioch and head of the commune, started negotiations with Leo of
Cilicia about the surrender of Antioch to Raymond-Roupen. They helped the
Cilician troops to enter Antioch on February 14, 1216. The Templars abandoned
the citadel without resistance and Raymond-Roupen was installed as prince.

Raymond-Roupen
(1198 – 1219 or 1221/1222) was a member of the House of Poitiers. The marriage
of Raymond-Roupen's parents, Raymond of Antioch and Alice of Armenia, was
arranged in 1195 to end the hostilities between the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia
and the Latin Principality of Antioch and to eventually unite them under one ruler.
The idea failed when Raymond died in early 1197, leaving Alice pregnant. She gave
birth to a posthumous son, Raymond-Roupen. The infant was heir apparent to his
grandfather Bohemond III of Antioch by primogeniture, but this principle was not
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upheld in the Latin East. Instead, the fiefs passed by the proximity of blood, which
favored Bohemond III's surviving children. Raymond-Roupen's grandfather was
elderly and unlikely to live until Raymond-Roupen reached the age of majority,
making an undesirable Armenian-dominated regency likely if Raymond-Roupen
were to succeed him.
When Bohemond III died in April 1201, Bohemond IV had no difficulty
establishing himself as Prince of Antioch. Many noblemen who had favored
Raymond-Roupen fled to Sis. Leo laid siege to the city of Antioch, starting the War
of the Antiochene Succession. Amalric, King of Jerusalem and Cyprus, favored
Raymond-Roupen but declined to intervene. Leo arranged for Raymond-Roupen to
marry Helvis, Amalric's daughter and sister of King Hugh I of Cyprus, in 1210. On
August 15, 1211, Raymond-Roupen was crowned as junior king of Cilicia, with a
crown sent by Emperor Otto IV. The following year, when he was about to reach
the age of majority, Raymond-Roupen was sent by Leo to plunder Antioch.
Raymond-Roupen
found new allies in the
Hospitallers and
Antiochene noblemen,
including the leader of
the commune, by
promising grants of
land. In this too he
was supported by Leo.
In early 1216, Antioch
was finally occupied.
Raymond-Roupen and
Leo entered the city
on February 14 , while
Bohemond was
Figure 8 Triumphant entry of Leo the Magnificent into Antioch by Juliano Zasso
absent. RaymondRoupen was
consecrated as Prince of Antioch by the Latin Patriarch, Peter of Ivrea, and received
the submission of the nobility and the commune. The Seljuk Turks promptly
attacked Cilicia, and Raymond-Roupen may have been asked to assist his
granduncle. Their relationship, however, deteriorated and Raymond-Roupen
intended to capture Leo. The latter was warned by the Templars and escaped to
Cilicia. Without Leo's backing, Raymond-Roupen could not hold Antioch. He
helped the Hospitallers occupy Jableh in 1218 but found himself lacking resources,
as the principality had been devastated by the war. An increase of taxation made him
unpopular among his subjects.
In 1219, the burghers and noblemen of Antioch rose up and persuaded Bohemond
to return. On his uncle's arrival, Raymond-Roupen sought refuge in the citadel but
then fled to Cilicia. He left the citadel in the hands of the Hospitallers, earning their
friendship.
Once ousted from Antioch, Raymond-Roupen sought shelter with Leo in Cilicia.
His granduncle was on his deathbed, however, and decided to disinherit RaymondRoupen in favor of his infant daughter Isabella. Prince Bohemond IV's restoration,
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followed by King Leo I's death in May 1219, thus ended Raymond-Roupen's
prospects of ruling Antioch. Raymond-Roupen instead rose to claim Cilicia, as did
John of Brienne, husband of Leo's elder daughter, Stephanie. Pope Honorius III
ruled that Stephanie or her son by John should succeed King Leo, but both mother
and child died soon after. Honorius then ruled in favor of Raymond-Roupen.
Raymond-Roupen's chances of winning the Cilician throne seemed good: he had the
support of his mother, Alice; of some Cilician nobles; of the Hospitallers; of the
papacy and of the papal legate Pelagius of Albano, who was leading the Fifth
Crusade in Egypt. Raymond-Roupen traveled to Damietta in the summer of 1220 to
consult with Pelagius in person, after which he invaded Cilicia with his mother.
They established themselves in Tarsus, where they waited for help from the
Hospitallers. Constantine of Baberon, regent for Queen Isabella, quickly marched to
their stronghold. After a three-month siege, Tarsus was captured together with
Raymond-Roupen and Alice.
Raymond-Roupen died in a Cilician prison in 1221 or 1222. He was in his midtwenties. Isabella and Bohemond were left to reign uncontested in Cilicia and
Antioch respectively.

Bohemond V
(1199 − January 17, 1252) was ruler of the Principality of Antioch from 1233 to his
death. Like his father before him, Bohemond had a notorious dislike for the
Knights Hospitaller and the neighboring Kingdom of Armenia, preferring an
alliance with the Knights Templar. Peace with Armenia was assured only shortly
before his death, with the mediation of Louis IX of France.
In 1225, Bohemond was married to Cypriote queen dowager Alice of Champagne.
Their childless marriage ended in annulment after July 5, 1227. His second marriage
was in 1235 to Luciana di Segni, a great-niece of Pope Innocent III. He had two
children: Plaisance of Antioch, a daughter who became the third wife of King Henry
I of Cyprus in 1251, and Bohemond VI.

DOWAGER is a widow who holds a title or property—a
"dower"—derived from her deceased husband. As an
adjective, dowager usually appears in association with
monarchical and aristocratic titles. In popular usage, the
noun dowager may refer to any elderly widow, especially
one of both wealth and dignity.
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Bohemond V died in January 1252. Since
his son and successor was only 15 at the
time, he succeeded under the regency of
the Dowager Princess, Luciana. However,
Luciana never left Tripoli, and instead
handed over the government of the
principality to her Roman relatives. This
made her unpopular, so the young
Bohemond VI gained the approval of King
Louis IX of France, who was on Crusade
at the time, to get permission from Pope
Innocent IV to come of age a few months
early.

Bohemond VI
(c. 1237–1275), also known as the Fair, was the prince of Antioch and count of
Tripoli from 1251 until his death. He ruled while Antioch was caught between the
warring Mongol Empire and Mamluk Sultanate.
The Mongol army had been approaching steadily from central Asia, with Cilician
Armenia and Antioch directly in its path. The Mongols had a deserved reputation of
ruthlessness – if settlements in their path did not surrender immediately, the
inhabitants were slaughtered by the tens of thousands. The Christian country of
Georgia had been conquered in 1236. Hetoum I of Armenia, Bohemond's father-inlaw, prudently decided to subject to Mongol authority as well, sending his brother
Sempad to the Mongol court in Karakorum in 1247 to negotiate the details.
Hethoum later persuaded son-in-law Bohemond VI to do the same, and Antioch
became a tributary of the Mongols in 1260. Both Hetoum and Bohemond then
participated with their own forces during the 1260 Mongol conquests of Aleppo and
Damascus.
The Mongols rewarded Bohemond for his allegiance, and returned to him various
areas that had been lost to the Muslims, such as Lattakieh, Darkush, Kafr Debbin,
and Jabala. Bohemond was then able to re-occupy them, with the assistance of some
Templars and Hospitallers.
After taking Damascus, the Mongol Army had to cease their westward push, due to
internal troubles in the Mongol Empire. The bulk of the Mongol army left Syria,
with a smaller force left under Kitbuqa to occupy the territory. This provided an
opportunity for the Egyptian Mamluks. The Mamluks advanced northward from
Cairo to engage the Mongols, along the way negotiating an unusual pact of neutrality
with the Franks of Acre that allowed the Egyptians to pass through Frankish
territory unmolested. The Mamluks were thereby able to defeat the Mongols at the
historic Battle of Ain Jalut in September 1260. With the Mongol army removed, the
Mamluks then proceeded to conquer Syria and Iran, which had been previously
ravaged by the Mongols. The Mamluks, under their leader Baibars, also began to
threaten Antioch.
In 1263, Bohemond and Hethoum tried various methods of regaining control of the
situation. They kidnapped the Greek patriarch Euthymius, and carried him off to
Armenia, replacing him with the Latin patriarch Opizzo. They also attempted to
gain some financial leverage over the Mamluks. For example, Bohemond and
Hethoum controlled the forests of southern Anatolia and Lebanon, the wood of
which was needed by the Egyptian Mamluks to build ships. Hethoum attempted to
use this as a bargaining chip to obtain a truce with the Mamluks. However, the
attempts at blockade merely further incited Baibars.
In 1264, Bohemond also sought assistance from the Mongols. He traveled to the
court of Hulagu, trying to obtain as much support as possible from the Mongol
rulers against the Mamluk progression. However, Hulagu was unhappy with
Bohemond for replacing the Greek patriarch with a Latin one, as the Byzantine
alliance was important to him, against the Turks in Anatolia.
In 1266, Hetoum too set out for the Mongol court, pleading for assistance. But
while he was gone, the Mamluk army attacked the Armenian army, which was being
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commanded by Hetoum's sons, at the Battle of Mari. The Mamluks were victorious.
They killed one of Hetoum's sons, took the other prisoner, and laid waste to Cilician
Armenia, reducing the capital to ruins. After destroying Cilicia, the Mamluk army
then turned its attention towards Antioch. But the generals had taken their fill of
loot from Armenia, and were not eager for another battle. Bohemond was thereby
able to bribe them to keep them from attacking.
Baibars was angry at his generals' weakness, and returned to the attack. In May 1267,
he attacked Acre, and in 1268 he began the Siege of Antioch, taking the city while
Bohemond was away in Tripoli. All of northern Syria was quickly lost, leaving
Bohemond with no estates except Tripoli.

Figure 9 Siege and capture of Antioch

Baibars attacked again in 1271 by starting the Siege of Tripoli, sending a letter to
Bohemond threatening him with total annihilation and taunting him for his alliance
with the Mongols. Bohemond never begged for a truce, so as not to lose Tripoli as
well. Baibars mocked him for lack of courage and asked him to pay all the expenses
of the Mamluk campaign. Bohemond never lost his courage, at last Baibars offered
him a truce anyway. By this time, the Mamluks had captured every inland castle of
the Franks, but the Mamluks had heard reports about a new Crusade, this one from
the prince who would later be Edward I of England. Edward had landed in Acre on
May 9, 1271, where he was soon joined by Bohemond and his cousin King Hugh III
of Cyprus.
Bohemond died in 1275, leaving a son and three daughters: Bohemond VII,
nominal prince of Antioch (though Antioch had ceased to exist) and count of
Tripoli; Isabelle, who died young; Lucia, later titular countess of Tripoli; and Marie
(d. ca 1280), married to Nicolas de Saint-Omer.
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Princes of Antioch

