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Prior’s
Perspective
Here we are; at the beginning of
yet another New Year. We all
have entered into 2016 with
hope and anticipation for what
God will bring us in the New
Year. Many of us are relieved
that last year is complete.
As we wind down 2015, and reflect on what last year
looked like, and all that occurred, I would say that our
Priory has been through a great deal, as well as accomplished many things. We had some of our fellow Knights
and Dames who experienced loss, and heart ache; a few
were called home by God; others have been working
through various items in their own lives. There were others who celebrated new beginnings, whether it be a relationship, new job, new addition to the family, or new pet.
When you sit and think about all of these things, the one
thing they all have in common is that we stood together
as we all experienced everything that God put in our
path. We put our arms around one another, prayed for
each other, and celebrated our special moments.
Each year will be unique – every one different, with different challenges, goals, ambitions, and promise. Only
God knows the course laid out in front of us, but he
promised that we would not have to walk that path alone.
He is always with us; like a watchful parent who carefully
observes their children on the playground, standing at a
cautious distance, while giving their child freedom to explore and experience the moment. As the year has begun, we all set our own plans to action, with our lists of
resolutions, goals that we want to accomplish – all with
the hopeful outlook that we will achieve what we set our
minds to.

The

2016 is full of promise and opportunity. I know in my heart,
that this year, like last year and the years before, we will
stand together and help, and support one another each and
every day to achieve our goals. Together, we will stand on
life’s battlefield, just as the Knights of the past stood together – never wavering from our mission. Each day will present a new opportunity for us to fulfill our vows, and care for
those around us.
We need to continue to seek out those moments, and situations where together or individually, we can make a difference in the lives of those around us. As we set our sights
to our future, and we spend time in thoughtful prayer each
day with God, asking him to guide us; open your hearts and
minds to where you are being called to serve others. I ask
that as we look to complete our lists of resolutions, and new
goals, that we also include opportunities within our communities or abroad that we can impact the lives of, and make a
difference.
Time is a precious commodity, one that only is spent – but
easily shared. If we invest our time wisely in the relationships and moments we share, it will bring us more joy than
any one thing ever can. As your Prior, I look forward with
great anticipation to the joys we will bring to this world - TOGETHER.

Preceptory Meeting
The next meeting of the Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin,
SMOTJ is scheduled for Sunday, February 28th from 13:00
-15:00 (1-3 PM) at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church—13th &
Holmes Streets—Kansas City, MO. Knights and Dames
are encouraged to bring a guest/potential candidate and to
attend the Sunday service beginning at 10 AM.
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The King of Jerusalem was the supreme ruler of the Crusader States,
founded by Christian princes in 1099
when the First Crusade took the city; the
title disappeared with the departure of
the last crusader of Tartus in August
1291, less than two centuries later. After the Crusader States ceased to exist,
the empty title of King of Jerusalem was
claimed by numerous Western kings and princes.
The Kingdom of Jerusalem had its origins in the First Crusade, when Godfrey of Bouillon, after refusing a crown and
the title of King, took the title Advocatus Sancti Sepulchri
(Protector of the Holy Sepulcher) in 1099 and was inaugurated as ruler of Jerusalem in the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem. The following year his brother Baldwin I was
the first to use the title king and the first to be crowned king
in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem itself.
The kingship of Jerusalem was partially elected and partially
hereditary. During the height of the kingdom in the mid-12th
century there was a royal family and a relatively clear line of
succession. Nevertheless the king was elected, or at least
recognized, by the Haute Cour. Here the king was considered a primus inter pares (first among equals), and in his
absence his duties were performed by his seneschal.
The royal palace was located in the Citadel of the Tower of
David. The Kingdom of Jerusalem introduced French feudal
structures to the Levant. The king personally held several
fiefs incorporated into the royal domain, that varied from
king to king. He was also responsible for leading the kingdom into battle, although this duty could be passed to a constable.
While several contemporary European states were moving
towards centralized monarchies, the king of Jerusalem was
continually losing power to the strongest of his barons. This
was partially due to the young age of many of the kings, and
the frequency of regents from the ranks of the nobles.
After the fall of Jerusalem in 1187, the capital of the kingdom was moved to Acre, where it remained until 1291, although coronations took place in Tyre.
Throughout 200 years of its existence, the Kingdom of Jerusalem had 1 protector, 11 reigning kings, 5 queens regnant,
and 7 jure uxoris kings. But there were only 6 women who
used the title of Queen consort of Jerusalem, wives of the
Latin kings of Jerusalem, and 1 woman who was an untitled
consort. Nevertheless, many of them were highly influential
in the country's history, having ruled as regents for their minor children and heirs, as well has having a great influence
over their spouses. Many kings of Jerusalem died unmarried
or as a child.
The first was Melisende (1105 – 11 September 1161)
Queen of Jerusalem from 1131 to 1153 and regent for her
son between 1153 and 1161 while he was on campaign.
She was the eldest daughter of King Baldwin II of Jerusalem, and the Armenian princess Morphia of Melitene.

Brother Knights
and Sister Dames
The original monastic rule of
our Order was drawn up by St.
Bernard de Clairvaux and was
a modification of the monastic
rule of St. Benedict. Our Modern Rule is a modification of
that which the confrere knight
followed. There are five parts
of the Rule; Prayer, Charity,
Discipline, Sacrifice, and the Chivalrous Life.
One of the definitions of the word “charity,” according to
the American Heritage dictionary (4th edition), is
“forbearance in judging others.” However, when most of
us think of the word “charity,” we probably think of the
primary meanings, such as, “help or relief given to the
poor,” or of “an organization of fund that helps the
needy.” But, there is an important lesson in the use of
the word meaning forbearance in judging others. We
are often inclined to judge another’s actions unfavorably, attributing their actions to malice or lack of consideration, when in fact we really don’t know why people do
the things they do. It is difficult enough to correctly
judge our own motivation, let alone try to define someone else’s. Forbearance in judging others or judging
their actions in the most favorable light is almost always
a good policy. For one thing, people are then more likely to return the favor and forebear judging us. For another, people tend to live up to (or down to) our judgements and expectations; so, judging others in the best
possible light raises the moral bar. And finally, since
most communication is miscommunication, the charitable forbearance of judgement allows us to ask others
what they really meant, and thus not jump to uncharitable conclusions.
Happy New Year to you all and I hope to see you at the
Preceptory meeting on the 28th.
Fraternally Yours,
Non nobis Domine

Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor

precept
A bulletin from the Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin

Volume 2, Issue 2, April 2016

Prior’s
Perspective
Spring is a fabulous season. So
much of the energy and vitality of
the world around us comes back to
life and unfolds from the winter
hibernation. I find myself being
quiet in the mornings and absorbing the sounds, sights, smells, and
spirit of the new season. It helps me realize how much I am
blessed and how many gifts that God has given to me to be
able to experience his splendor. The quiet moment recharges my soul and fills my heart with pride and appreciation.
There are more signs and splendor that come with the
spring time frame; Holy Week and Easter. The significance
and power that comes with the message that this week and
Easter brings fills my soul with pride and a sense of appreciation and hope.
As Christians, we find hope and promise in so many things
and symbols. A universal symbol that all Christians, no
matter what denomination, find promise and hope in is the
Cross. Of all symbols that could be associated with our
faith, the one we find hope and power within, to give us
strength and guidance is the Cross. It is the one symbol associated with Jesus, if you stop and think about it that has
much pain and suffering tied to it. The imagery and scripture that detail the crucifixion is one that we all know. We
realize in that moment the love and sacrifice that Jesus
made for all of us. It was in his death that we find hope and
a promise of something new. As we look to the cross – either the ones we wear, the ones we see in Church, or the
ones we encounter our in our world – we are reminded of
the glorious life we are given by God and the sacrifice that
was made for us. It is out of death that something new and
powerful is born. It is in this that we find hope and confidence that we are not alone and that no matter what, God
is with us in all we do to get us through anything in our lives.

I am sure we all can relate to this in some way or fashion in our
own lives. At some moment in time we went through something painful, or had to let something go, or come to
an end; a job, a personal identity, a relationship, or something
else, before something new could be born within us. As we
made our transition, we turned to our faith and hope to God
and looked for Him to be with us.
The world around us goes through this cycle every year, and
every year we get to witness the splendor of this new life being
re-born during spring.
I see the same magnificence being reborn in all of you, and the
Preceptory of St. Mary. With the renewed spirit, renewed
leadership, and reinvigoration of all the members within St.
Mary’s, I see so much life and hope and something new. The
Preceptory of St. Mary’s recharges my soul, and fills my heart
with pride and appreciation. I am so incredibly proud of what
all the members that St Mary’s continues to do. Your strength
and strong knowledge that God is always with us in all we do
and our faith in him will guide us as Templars to where we can
bring life and the promise of something new; to those in our
community that are going through hard times, are feeling pain
and suffering, and need us to be with them and remind them
they are not alone. We are all conduits of God’s love; and it is
up to us to share that same message of hope, to those who
may have forgotten.
Chev. Ian Good, KCTJ
Prior IX

Priory of St. Louis the Crusader

Convent & Investiture
The pleasure of your company is requested at the
Convocation Meeting, Convent & Investiture
H.E. Chev. Patrick Carney, GCTJ, GMTJ—Grand Prior XX
officiating

Postulant Reception & Vigil
Friday 24 June

Convent, Investiture & Banquet
Saturday 25 June

The
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Brother Knights
and Sister Dames

The Al-Aqsa Mosque, also known as Al-Aqsa and Bayt alMuqaddas, is the third holiest site in Islam and is located
in the Old City of Jerusalem. The site on which the domed
mosque sits, along with the Dome of the Rock, also referred to as al-Haram ash-Sharif ("the Noble Sanctuary"),is the Temple Mount, the holiest site in Judaism, the
place where the Temple stood before being destroyed by
the Romans in 70 CE.
The mosque was originally a small prayer house built by
the Rashidun caliph Umar, but was rebuilt and expanded
by the Umayyad caliph Abd al-Malik and finished by his
son al-Walid in 705 CE. After an earthquake in 746, the
mosque was completely destroyed and rebuilt by the Abbasid caliph al-Mansur in 754, and again rebuilt by his
successor al-Mahdi in 780. Another earthquake destroyed
most of al-Aqsa in 1033, but two years later the Fatimid
caliph Ali az-Zahir built another mosque which has stood
to the present day. During the periodic renovations undertaken, the various ruling dynasties of the Islamic Caliphate
constructed additions to the mosque and its precincts,
such as its dome, facade, its minbar, minarets and the
interior structure.
Jerusalem was captured by the Crusaders in 1099, during
the First Crusade. The Crusaders named the mosque
"Solomon's Temple", distinguishing it from the Dome of
the Rock, which they named Templum Domini (Temple of
God). While the Dome of the Rock was turned into a
Christian church under the care of the Augustinians, the al
-Aqsa Mosque was used as a royal palace and also as a
stable for horses. In 1119, it was transformed into the
headquarters of the Templar Knights; Baldwin II offering
them quarters in part of his palace. During this period, the
mosque underwent some structural changes, including the
expansion of its northern porch, and the addition of an
apse and a dividing wall. A new cloister and church were
also built at the site, along with various other structures.
The Templars constructed vaulted western and eastern
annexes to the building.
Its function as a mosque was restored after its recapture
by Saladin in 1187.

The Knight errant was a figure
of medieval chivalric romance
literature; wandering the land in
search of adventures to prove
his chivalric virtues, either in
knightly duels (pas d'armes) or
in some other pursuit of courtly
love. The template of the
knight-errant was the heroes of
the Round Table of the Arthurian cycle such as Gawain, Lancelot and Percival. The
quest par excellence in pursuit of which these knights
wander the lands is that of the Holy Grail, such as in
Perceval, the Story of the Grail written by Chrétien de
Troyes in the 1180s.
Although the character is part of the
romance genre as it developed during
the late 12th century, the term "knighterrant" itself is younger, for the first
time recorded (as knygt erraunt) in the
14th-century poem Sir Gawain and
the Green Knight. Knight-errantry
tales remain popular with courtly audiences throughout the Late Middle Ages. In the 16th century, the genre becomes highly popular in the Iberian Peninsula, Amadis
de Gaula was one of the most successful knight-errantry
tales of this period. In Don Quixote (1605), Cervantes
burlesqued the romances and their popularity.
I propose that the modern Knight (or Dame) errant are
those Brothers and Sisters of our Order who for reasons
of health, financial, geographic, or other constraint are
unable to participate in person at Grand Priory, Priory,
and Preceptory events but who still embody the principles of the Order by their actions and living their life after
the example of Christ.
We no longer engage in the classical crusade or pursuit
of adventure to prove our chivalric virtue. Today’s crusades and adventures are spiritual, moral, and ethical.
To protect and teach by example the Christian religion,
and to aid the needy is our fervent call.
Fraternally Yours,
Non nobis Domine

Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor
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Prior’s
Perspective

Priory of St. Louis the Crusader

Convent & Investiture
The pleasure of your company is requested at the
Convocation Meeting, Convent & Investiture
H.E. Chev. Patrick Carney, GCTJ, GMTJ
Grand Prior XX officiating

Postulant Reception
6:00 PM Friday 24 June
121 Gardner Place, St. Charles, MO

Postulant Vigil
9:00 PM Friday 24 June
Hope Lutheran Church
1975 Old Highway 94, St. Charles, MO

Convent
10:00 AM Saturday 25 June
Hope Lutheran Church

Investiture
2:30 PM Saturday 25 June
Hope Lutheran Church

Banquet
5:30 PM Saturday 25 June
Pio’s Restaurant
403 First Capital Street, St. Charles

The

There is a phrase we hear a
lot, and it has some power
symbolism; “Building a
Bridge”. While in Savannah, at
our Grand Convent and Investiture, I attended several meetings, and panel discussions
that I heard this term being
used a few times, each time conveying the same ideal, but yet discussing different items. As I sat and
participated and absorbed what was being talked
about, the term and its imagery stood out to me. We
use this phrase quite a bit in our society. We often
hear it’s use when there is divide between two sides
of a situation, and the two parties/sides are trying to
establish a common ground, and bring these two opposing sides back together to resolve the issue at
hand.
There are several questions that ran through my
mind. Why do you suppose this phrase, of all
phrases, is used to identify with this process; What
two sides do we see every day that need a bridge
built for them; Where can we build bridges in our community, or how can we contribute to bridge building
projects already under construction; How do we use
our talents and gifts to build bridges for ALL people to
come together?
As all great bridges are built, they start with a set of
blue prints, or plans. These core structural designs
layout the where’s, and how the bridge will come together. The architect, engineers, and contractors all
involved, together spend their time primarily focusing
on the structural integrity of their plans, ensuring the
stability, and soundness to withstand future obstacles,
and unforeseen elements that may compromise its
foundation. They spend some time on the aesthetics
of their design to appeal to the visionaries, but their
main goal is to provide a structure that will enable all
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of those people who want to overcome what seems to be
an impossible way to get from where they are; and get to
where they want to be and ultimately go. A structure that
will last for centuries, and keep that route open for all future generations.
As you sit and contemplate these aspects, you can certainly see why the metaphor “building a bridge” is perfect
for the conceptual thinking that is required to enable two
sides to come together.
As Templars, we are faced, every day with opportunities
to help build these bridges, and provide the foundation
that is needed to bring two sides together. We see the
struggle of our Christian Brothers and Sisters in the Holy
Land and the violence that surrounds them; we see the
war between religions; there are those in our own communities that have lost their way and forgotten about the
Grace of GOD; we see gaps in our levels of education,
and what is afforded to some, but not to all, the list is endless.
The good news is; We have the tools, We have the gifts
and talents; We have the resources - - WE HAVE A
CHANCE EVERYDAY to make it possible to overcome
this and affect change. With the foundation and message
of GOD’s eternal Love, along with the strength of our Order, WE can build that bridge in small or big ways; each
as powerful as the next. Together, we must draw up the
blueprints and design the “bridge” that we want to provide
our generations of today, and our generations of the future to cross, and continue to foster the open lanes of
communication, and understanding to help one another.
The pen is in our hand; I encourage us all to use it.
May GOD continue to bless all of you, and help guide you
on the path he has laid out before you, each and every
day to share his Grace, and allow us all to be a conduit of
his eternal love.
Chev. Ian Good, KCTJ
Prior IX

Those who have seen my office at Bellevue University
often describe it as sparse. I have moved so many
times that I don’t keep many files or folders and I only
hang two items on the wall...a clock and a poem. The
clock is a quick visual reminder of where I am at. The
poem is a reminder of where I’ve been and where I
need to be. I don’t even bother to frame the poem, it’s
just taped to the wall by my desk.
The poem is from a collection - "I'll Miss Me When I'm
Gone" - by John Paul Moore entitled, “Drinking From
My Saucer.”
I've never made a fortune
and it's probably too late now.
But I don't worry about that much,
I'm happy anyhow.
And as I go along life's way,
I'm reaping better than I sowed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.
I haven't got a lot of riches,
and sometimes the going's tough.
But I've got loved ones around me,
and that makes me rich enough.
I thank God for his blessings,
and the mercies He's bestowed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'cause my cup has overflowed.
I remember times when things went wrong,
My faith wore somewhat thin.
But all at once the dark clouds broke,
and the sun peeped through again.
So God, help me not to gripe about
the tough rows that I've hoed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.
If God gives me strength and courage,
when the way grows steep and rough.
I'll not ask for other blessings,
I'm already blessed enough.

Save the Date
2016 Fall Convent

And may I never be too busy,
to help others bear their loads.
Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.

The Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin has been given the distinct honor of hosting the Fall Convent for
the Priory of St. Louis the Crusader, Saturday, October 29th at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. Mark your
calendars now and look for additional information to
come.

Fraternally Yours,
Non nobis Domine

Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor

The Vigil
One of the most iconic images of chivalry is the painting, The
Vigil by John Pettie.

John Pettie was born in Edinburgh, the son of Alexander and
Alison Pettie. In 1852 the family moved to East Linton, Haddingtonshire. Initially, his father objected to Pettie taking up
art as a career, but this was overcome following a portrait by
the lad of the village carrier and his donkey.
When he was sixteen he
entered the Trustees
Academy in Edinburgh,
working under Robert
Scott Lauder with William Quiller Orchardson,
J. MacWhirter, William
McTaggart, Peter Graham (1836–1921), Tom
Graham (1840–1906)
and George Paul
Chalmers. His first exhibits at the Royal Scottish Academy were A
Scene from the Fortunes
of Nigel, one of the many
subjects for which he
sought inspiration in the
novels of Sir Walter
Scott, and two portraits
in 1858, followed in 1859 by The Prison. To the Royal Academy in 1860 he sent The Armourers; and the success of this
work and What d'ye Lack, Madam? in the following year encouraged him to settle in London (1862), where he joined
Orchardson.
In 1866 he was elected an Associate of the Royal Academy,
and in 1874 received full academic honors in succession to
Sir Edwin Landseer. His diploma picture was Jacobites,
1745. Pettie was a hard and rapid worker, and, in his best
days, a colorist of a high order and a brilliant executant. In his
early days he produced a certain amount of book illustration.
His connection with Good Words began in 1861, and was

The Vigil was painted in 1884. James Watt was the
model for the knight; the background was taken from
St. Bartholomew’s Church in Smithfield.
The Vigil of Arms was one of the religious exercises,
which in the Middle Ages preceded the conferment of
knighthood. The process of inauguration was commenced in the evening by the placing of the candidate under the care of two esquires of honor, grave
and well-seen in courtship, who were to be governors
in all things relating to him. By them he was conducted to his appointed chamber, where a bath was prepared, hung within and without with linen, and covered with rich cloths, into which, after they had undressed him, he entered. While he was in the bath
tow ancient and grave knights attended him, to inform, instruct, and counsel him touching the order
and feats of chivalry, and when they had fulfilled their
mission they poured some of the water of the bath
over his shoulders, signing the left shoulder with the
cross. He was then taken from the bath and put into a
plain bed without hangings, until his body was dry,
when the two esquires put on him a white shirt and
over that a robe of russet with long sleeves having a
hood thereto like unto that of a hermit. Then the two
ancient and grave knights returned and led him to a
chapel, the esquires going before them `sporting and
dancing, with the minstrels making melody. And
when they had
been served with
wines and spices
they went away,
leaving only the
candidate, the esquires, the priest,
the chandler, and
the watch, who
kept the vigil of
arms until sunrise,
the candidate
passing the night
bestowing himself
in visions and
prayer.
From Mr E. T. Cook's
"Handbook to the Tate
Gallery".

That is the moment depicted in the painting. Dawn
steals through the dim aisles, but the kneeling candidate does not notice it, and his beautiful haggard face
remains turned towards the altar, with eyes full of
mystic devotion. Helmet and armor are on the raised
step before him, and he holds patiently the cross hilt
of his sword. Soon he will receive the Holy Sacrament and be invested with the full honor of knighthood.
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Prior’s
Perspective
Here we are in the midst of some
intense heat in the Midwest. Each
day seems to get hotter than the
day before. The news and alerts
continue to provide warning of
how dangerous the heat can be,
especially for those without air
conditioning, or an ability to
escape the excessive temperatures. The heat has even impacted the power grid that
peoples home are on, causing power to be lost and no A/
C for even more.
As I sit and hear these stories, and read these warnings,
I do so from the comfort of my home or from my work
office – all of which air conditioned. In these moments,
I take a moment and I reflect on how blessed I am for
the privileges that I have, and it drives my desire to find a
way to provide help and resources for those who are less
fortunate than myself and have no means to get cooled
off. Even if it means getting a cooler with cold bottled
water in it and handing it out to those that may need it in
my daily commute. Simple acts of kindness will show
those in this world that God has not forgotten them, and
has sent us to care for them. I know that many of you
continue to find your own individual way to help those in
need. If you have an opportunity, and the time, a small
group effort goes a long way.
In the same spirit of ‘heating up’, the excitement surrounding the upcoming Convent in October at the Preceptory of St Mary’s is heating up. Everyone is excited to
come to Kansas City to share and celebrate with our
Brothers and Sisters in the Preceptory. I know that this
event will be simply amazing and we will have a lot to
share with one another. I believe that in keeping with
recent tradition, we will have a charitable outreach associated with the upcoming Convent, support tied to a local
food pantry. Preceptor – Brother Peter H. will share more
details, so keep your eyes open.

The

Another “hot” topic is our recent C&I where the Grand
Prior was our Officiant. We were honored to be H.E.
Grand Prior Patrick Carney, GCTJ, GMTJ first C&I after
his installation as Grand Prior. He shared a great message of his vision for the upcoming years. We also heard
from our Grand Aumonier, H.E. Rt. Rev. Mike Henson,
and his wife Rev. Sudie (who are Priory Members), who
shared with us the great works and efforts that GPUSA
and all Knights and Dames are doing to help those at risk.
The message was clear, we are making a huge difference
in the world and it is beautiful to see our Priory playing a
big part in that effort internationally, nationally, and locally.
The recap and meeting minutes that were shared with
everyone, illustrated that our Priory, and our Preceptories,
continuously are driving efforts in our communities and
have a lot to be proud of. St Mary’s has come out of the
dark with some great Knights and Dames leading the way,
and YOUR love, commitment of resources, and time, are
shining brighter and brighter. I love our Order, and our
Priory, and all the wonderful things each and every one of
you do to translate God’s Love to Action for those in need.
I am so honored to be a part of this family. I ask that you
continue to let your passion ‘burn’ and fuel all the great
works you are doing, and have the light from the fire inside
of you shine brightly on those who are struggling in the
darkness.
Chev. Ian Good, KCTJ
Prior IX

PRECEPTORY MEETING
The Preceptory of St. Mary
the Virgin will meet on
Sunday, August 14th, 2016
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church—13th & Holmes Street
from 12:00—2:00 PM
Knights and Dames are encouraged to attend the
service beginning at 10 AM prior to the meeting
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The Cross of the Order
The English term cross derives from the
Latin word crux. The Latin term crux literally means "in general, a tree, frame, or
other wooden instruments of execution,
on which criminals were impaled or
hanged" and "in particular, a cross".
The Christian cross had been used as a symbol of Christianity from Late Antiquity. Beginning in the 11th century
and increasingly during the age of the Crusades a variety
of variant forms of cross symbols were developed for the
purposes of the emerging system of heraldry. The Christian cross is one of the earliest and most widespread heraldic charges, dating back to the field signs used in the
First Crusade, and used to distinguish the various noble
crusaders from at least the Second Crusade.
In 1188, Henry II of England and Philip II of France
agreed to launch the Third Crusade together, and that
Henry would use a white cross and Philip a red cross.
The red-on-white cross came to be used by the Knights
Templar, and the white-on-red one by the Knights Hospitaller (also white-on-black); the Teutonic Order used a
black-on white version.
The cross of our Order is a two-barred cross. A twobarred cross is like a Latin cross with an extra bar added.
In most renditions of a two-barred cross, the horizontal
bars are "graded" with the upper bar being shorter than
the lower bar; although variations with the bars of equal
or near-equal length are also seen.

Latin Cross

Lorraine

Patriarchal

The Lorraine Cross is a two-barred cross consisting of a
vertical line crossed by two shorter horizontal bars. The
Lorraine name has come to signify several cross variations, including the patriarchal cross with its bars near the
top. In heraldry, the Lorraine Cross is a localized
(French) form of Patriarchal Cross. Its popularity has
spread worldwide and is known by various names, depending on the local language and use.
The Patriarchal Cross - the emblem of an archbishop became the arms of the Patriarch of Jerusalem, who
granted its use to the Knights Templar to wear in addition
to their Cross Pattée. Pope Eugene III granted them the
Cross of Lorraine and made them answerable to the
Pope alone (Pope Eugene III was also a disciple of
St. Bernard of Clairvaux who founded the Templars at
the Council of Troyes, northeastern France, in the
12th century).

The two-barred cross signified higher authority, Metropolitanical and Patriarchal. That it was granted to a religious
Order of Knights was quite remarkable. On their flags and
shields, the Templar two-barred cross would have simply
been two horizontal bars of equal length going from end to
end. However, the particular two-barred cross the Templars bore, as indicated by the ones the commanders wore
around their necks – and which the Order wears today –
show that the second bar was not above the patibulum,
but below which is where the feet of Christ would have
been nailed, that is prominent in Eastern Crosses, especially the Russian Orthodox Calvary Cross.
For the Templars, the red cross represented at once their
mission to protect the pilgrims to the Holy Sepulcher in
Jerusalem and self-sacrifice in imitation of the One crucified on it. A number of their grand masters had the Church
of the Holy Sepulcher on their coats of arms or seals and
this also represented for them the 'Temple of Jerusalem' (prefigured in the Old Testament by the Temple of
Solomon near where they had their HQ).
When the Sovereign Military Order of the
Temple of Jerusalem was organized in
the United States, it chose the doublebarred red patriarchal cross, as is borne
in Switzerland, Portugal, England, and
elsewhere. The official cross of the United States Order is a modified Patriarchal
Cross gules (red) with two bars, the lower
of which is shorter. On the insignia, it is
surmounted by the crown or (gold), which
is used by the American Templars to emphasizes the term “Sovereign” - a term
that in the United States connotes
“independent of church and state.” This
cross is worn on capes, as neckwear, and appears as part
of most other official insignia and regalia of the Order in
the U.S.A.
In June of 2007, the Grand Council
voted to replace the patriarchal cross
patch worn on the robe with the more
universally recognized emblem associated with the original Templars, the
red cross pattée. This change only
affects the cape, and the patriarchal
cross continues to be worn as the
neck devise for members below the
rank of Grand Croix.

Quick Links

smotj.org

OSMTH

When We Consider How Our Light is Spent

Grand Convent 2017
Registration for the 2017 Grand Convent (26-30 April
2017) is open. Priory of the Monitor and Merrimack
and Priory of the Holy Isle will host in 2017 in Norfolk.
Preferred pricing options will be announced in the
Templar Times. See attached/enclosed flier.

Priory of St. Louis the Crusader
2016 Fall Convent & Business Meeting
The Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin has been given
the distinct honor of hosting the Fall Convent and
Business Meeting in Kansas City on

Saturday, October 29, 2016
Business Meeting
10:00 AM — St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
13th & Holmes Street

Convent
2:30 PM — St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

Banquet

As you may know, my father
recently entered eternal rest –
thank you all for your prayers
and support. With his passing
I contemplated how my life has
been spent and how others
would remember me.
When I Consider How My Light
Is Spent is one of the best
known of the sonnets of John
Milton (d. 1674). The last three
lines (concluding with "They
also serve who only stand and
wait.") are particularly well
known, though rarely quoted in
context:
When I consider how my light is spent
Ere half my days in this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide
Lodg'd with me useless, though my soul more bent
To serve therewith my Maker, and present
My true account, lest he returning chide;
"Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?"
I fondly ask. But Patience to prevent
That murmur, soon replies: "God doth not need
Either man's work or his own gifts; who best
Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state
Is kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
And post o'er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait."
To shamelessly borrow from a TV script, “In this world of
relentless self-promotion, we've all been raised to think
that the limelight is the only light worth seeking. But that
isn't the case. Achievement is often anonymous. Some of
the greatest accomplishments have been made by people
you have never heard of...quietly dedicating their lives to
improving others’.”
We will all be brought to account for what we have done
with the Word of God which is entrusted to us. Let us
hope that our light was well spent.

Cocktails at 5PM, Dinner at 6 PM
Location TBA
This is a wonderful opportunity for former
St. Mary members to reunite with their Brothers
and Sisters. You need not be an active/current
member to attend. Invitations and details to
follow.

Fraternally Yours
Non nobis Domine
Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium

precept
A bulletin from the Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin

Volume 2, Issue 5, October 2016

Prior’s
Perspective
Sermon’s, if they are good, will
stick with you and will constantly
resonate in your head to guide
you through life and decisions.
We all have those times and
moments when something or
someone spoke to us, and those
words rooted in the core of our
heart, and gave us the desired inspiration we were
seeking, or possibly provided clarity to a question that
was hanging over us.
My pastor is exceptional, and there have been many
times his words have planted seeds of faith within me,
and grew. It always seems as though he has the ability
to lock in to what I need and give me the message I
need to hear to be GOD’s conduit in this world.
There are two phrases that my pastor has said which
have stuck with me and keep my focus on where GOD
needs me to be as a Templar, and how GOD always
has a plan for me and my talents to be his voice to
those who need it. I would like to share those two
phrases with you:



GOD is taking me someplace new – HE is making
me someone new
Don’t let your history interfere with your destiny

I felt GOD’s hand on my shoulders and on my head, as the
blade of the sword was dropped. In that moment, I knew
my journey had just begun and HE had made me someone
new. HE is not done with me yet. I am confident there is
more to come.
DON’T LET YOUR HISTORY INTERFERE WITH YOUR
DESITNY: it is very easy to constantly look in the rear view
mirror and judge ourselves, or what we have become,
based on what we see in our past. In doing that, we tend to
limit ourselves to what we see and we settle to that image.
We all need to break that habit, and set our sights in a new
direction. Your Destiny and potential are better seen by
looking forward and setting yourself in the frame of mind
that “I am not who I was yesterday – or the year before that
– my future is still being written.” We can walk through any
new set of doors and make a difference and be a vessel of
GOD’s Love. Don’t get caught in the trap of constantly
looking at your past, but rather – give yourself a chance to
achieve what GOD has in store for you by challenging yourself to find the opportunity that lays in store for you ahead.
As Templars, we all share a common Destiny; Caring for
those around us, and being GOD’s outstretched hands of
Hope, Grace, and Love. Every day HE leads us to become
someone new; Every day HE challenges us to find the opportunities to bring HIS light to someone who is in the dark
and needs our help. Keep your eyes open; you don’t want
to miss those moments.
Chev. Ian Good, KCTJ
Prior IX

I great each day with a similar, common goal – based
on those two phrases. I know that if I embrace each of
them, I will be put on the path to make a difference in
someone’s life, maybe my own.
GOD IS TAKING ME SOMEPLACE NEW- HE IS MAKING ME SOMEONE NEW: every day, we rise with a
new set of opportunities to be who GOD has called us
to be, and walk the path he has laid out for us. I especially felt this realization come into my life the day I received the Accolade of Knighthood. In that moment,

The

Grand Convent 2017
Registration for the 2017 Grand Convent (26-30 April
2017) is open. Priory of the Monitor and Merrimack and
Priory of the Holy Isle will host in 2017 in Norfolk. Preferred pricing options will be announced in the Templar
Times.

Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem®
Autonomous Grand Priory of the United States of America
Priory of St. Louis the Crusader

The History of our Order states that about the year
1119 tow knights, Hugh of Payens and Geoffrey of Saint-Omar,
who had come as pilgrims to the Holy Land, formed a community of
knights. The events leading up to that historic date greatly influenced the creation of the Order.
In 1071, Malik-Shah (Jalāl al-Dawla
Mu'izz al-Dunyā Wa'l-Din Abu'l-Fatḥ
ibn Alp Arslān better known by his
regnal name of Malik-Shah I) took
part in the Syrian campaign of his
father, and stayed in Aleppo when
his father fought the Byzantine emperor Romanos IV Diogenes at Manzikert. In 1072, Malik-Shah and Nizam al-Mulk accompanied AlpArslan during his campaign in
Transoxiana against the Karakhanids. However, Alp-Arslan was badly
wounded during his expedition, and
Malik-Shah shortly took over the
army. Alp-Arslan died some days
later, and Malik-Shah was declared as the new sultan of the empire.
On December 5, 1072, Malik-Shah prohibited Catholics from making pilgrimages to the Holy Land which enrages Pope Alexander II;
who died in April the following year.
He was succeeded by Gregory VII. One of the great reforming
popes, he is perhaps best known for the part he played in the Investiture Controversy, his dispute with Henry IV, Holy Roman Emperor that affirmed the primacy of papal authority and the new canon law governing the election of the pope by the College of Cardinals. He was also at the forefront of developments in the relationship between the emperor and the papacy during the years before
he became pope. He was the first pope in several centuries to rigorously enforce the Western Church's ancient policy of celibacy for
the clergy and attacked the practice of simony.
Gregory was particularly concerned with the East. The schism between Rome and the Byzantine Empire was a severe blow to him,
and he worked hard to restore the former amicable relationship.
Gregory successfully tried to get in touch with the emperor Michael
VII. When the news of the Muslim attacks on the Christians in the
East filtered through to Rome, and the political embarrassments of
the Byzantine emperor increased, he conceived the project of a
great military expedition and exhorted the faithful to participate in
recovering the Church of the Holy Sepulcher – foreshadowing the
First Crusade.
Pope Gregory died in 1085 and was succeeded by Victor III in
1086. His failing health was the factor that made him so reluctant
to accept his pontifical election and his health was so poor that he
fell to illness during his papal coronation. Victor died the following
year (1087). Pope Urban II was pope from 12 March 1088 to his
death in 1099. He is best known for initiating the First Crusade
(1096–99) and setting up the modern-day Roman Curia in the manner of a royal ecclesiastical court to help run the Church.
Urban II's problems included war with Germany, conflict in France,
a rival pope and Christians in the East under siege. Perhaps a
massive pilgrimage (the word 'crusade' had not yet been invented)
may solve these problems. The Pope's movement took its first public shape at the Council of Piacenza, where, in March 1095, Urban
II received an ambassador from the Byzantine Emperor Alexios I
Komnenos asking for help against Muslim (Seljuk) Turks who had
taken over most of formerly Byzantine Anatolia.

A great council met, attended by numerous Italian, Burgundian, and French bishops in such vast numbers it had to be
held in the open air outside the city of Clermont. Though the
Council of Clermont held in November of the same year was
primarily focused on reforms within the church hierarchy,
Urban II gave a speech on 27 November 1095 to a broader
audience. Urban II's sermon proved highly effective, as he
summoned the attending nobility and the people to wrest the
Holy Land, and the eastern churches generally from the control of the Seljuk Turks.
Godfrey of Bouillon (18 September 1060 – 18 July 1100)
was a Frankish knight who lead the German Contingent in
the First Crusade. He was the Lord of Bouillon, from which
he took his byname, from 1076 and the Duke of Lower Lorraine from 1087. After the successful siege of Jerusalem in
1099, Godfrey became the first ruler of the Kingdom of Jerusalem on July 15 of the same year.
The establishment of the crusader states in the east helped
ease Seljuq pressure on the Byzantine Empire, which had
regained some of its Anatolian territory with crusader help,
and experienced a period of relative peace and prosperity in
the 12th century. The effect on the Muslim dynasties of the
east was gradual but important. In the wake of the death of
Malik Shah I in 1092, political instability and the division of
the Great Seljuq Empire prevented a coherent defense
against the Latin states. Cooperation between them remained difficult for many decades, but from Egypt to Syria to
Baghdad there were calls for the expulsion of the crusaders,
culminating in the recapture of Jerusalem under Saladin
later in the century when the Ayyubids had united the surrounding areas.
Godfrey was succeeded as ruler of Jerusalem by his brother, Baldwin I. As the youngest brother, Baldwin was originally intended for a career in the church, but he had given this
up around 1080. In 1096 he joined the First Crusade with
his brothers Godfrey and Eustace III of Boulogne, selling
much of his property to the church in order to pay for his
expenses.
After Godfrey's death in July
1100 Baldwin was invited to
Jerusalem by the supporters
of a secular monarchy. Baldwin expanded the kingdom
through a series of campaigns
from 1101 to 1115. In 1117
Baldwin fell ill. He was convinced that the sickness was
due to his bigamous marriage.
His cousin Baldwin of Bourcq
was chosen as his successor
as Baldwin II.
It was in December of 1118
that nine French knights
formed a religious community
to protect pilgrims to the Holy
Land. Taking the classic monastic vows of poverty, chastity and obedience under the
rule of Augustinus, they added a fourth vow: to guarantee by
force of arms the safety of pilgrims. For the first time in
Christian history, an Order of military monks was founded.
Their official name was “Pauperes commilitones Christi templique Salomonici; who became known as the Knights of the
Temple.

To all Knights, Dames, visiting dignitaries of the
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem,
and guests:

H.E. Chev. Ian Good, KCTJ,
Prior IX—St. Louis the Crusader
requests the pleasure of your company at the

Priory Convent & Business Meeting
Saturday, October 29, 2016

BUSINESS MEETING
10:30 AM
Plaza Branch Kansas City Library
4801 Main Street, Kansas City, MO
Business Attire

CONVENT
3:00 PM
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
13th & Holmes Street, Kansas City, MO

Formal Military/Civilian/National Attire

RECEPTION
H.E. Chev. Ian Good warmly invites all Knights, Dames and
Guests to a reception following the Convent to be held at:

Nick and Jakes on Main
5031 Main Street
Kansas City, MO
Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served—cash bar
$20/person—payable at the door
Checks should be made out to the Priory of St. Louis
the Crusader with “Convent Reception” in the memo

The word convent comes from
the Old French covent, from Latin
conventus meeting, from convenīre to come together. On Saturday, October 29th Knights and
Dames will come together at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church in Kansas City, MO in the tradition of the
orders of the Crusades, in particular that of the “Poor Knights of the
Temple” to preserve and perpetuate the traditions and customs of
our Order.
I encourage you to attend any
and all events of the day – the Business Meeting, Convent,
and Reception – noted in this publication. You need not be
an active member to participate in any of the events and
guests are welcome.
I would like to thank the Planning Committee from the Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin; without whom the weekend
would not have been possible:







Chev. Brian Haupt, KCTJ
Chvse. Bonnie Haupt, DCTJ
Chvse. Faye Hopkins, DCTJ
Chev. Joseph Fuchs, KTJ
Chev. Russ Sifers, KTJ
Chev. Richard Herndon, GOTJ

as well as Fr. Patrick and Fr. Firth, H.E. Chev. Ian Good,
KCTJ Prior IX and all of the Executive Committee of the
Priory of St. Louis the Crusader for their support and the
opportunity to host the Convent & Business Meeting in
Kansas City.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the Convent and
Business Meeting.
Fraternally Yours

Non nobis Domine
Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor

RSVP by October 24th to plheineman@cox.net
with headcount

Non Nobis, Domine, Non Nobis, Sed Nomini Tuo Da Glorium

precept
A bulletin from the Preceptory of St. Mary the Virgin
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Prior’s
Perspective
In the year 1128, St. Bernard de Clarivaux attended the Council of Troyes,
at which he outlined the “Rule of
the Knights Templar”. At each Convent, the “Rule” is recited to remind us
all of the virtues we swore an oath to
uphold. One of the principles he laid
down in the Rule was: never retreat
in battle.
We have all seen the remarkable images, and have either
heard or read the heroic stories about how Templar Knights
never gave up, and would fight until the very last Knight had
fallen; not one retreating from the battlefield. Remarkable commitment to one’s faith and vows!
Make no mistake, we still are in a battle. As Templars, our fight
has never ended, nor will it ever I am afraid. Knowing that, it is
up to all of us to remember our Rule and remain steadfast in
our vows, stand firm in our commitment; to never turn our
backs, and most importantly never giving up. Our enemy has
shifted and changed over the landscape of the last 900+ years.
Their weapons and battlefield come in the fashion of news articles, and Social Media. Their tactics and strategies are to
break our spirit and hope.

More than two thousand years ago a child is born to a
peasant woman in the small Jewish village of Bethlehem.
The scene was unremarkable, except that it heralded the
beginning of the most exciting events in history, for this
child was the one foretold by the prophet Isaiah.
We ae all familiar with the story, of the Christ child, born in
a manger, Joseph and Mary, the wise men and shepherds, kneeling in worship. For most of us, Christmas is
idealized as a happy times. He gave us the world and the
most valuable possessions there are - Faith, Hope, and
Charity. To accept these great gifts with all our hearts and
souls means to dwell as a soldier of Christ in God’s house
as a Knight of God’s Temple.
As Knights Templar, we must do all that we do in His
name and for His Glory.
May God bless us all with perseverance and endurance so
that our faith may become ever stronger so that our hope
may bring others out of despair and so that our love and
charity may touch many, many people.

It is easy to get swept up and consumed into all the chaos we
see as we watch the news, or scroll through and view on Facebook or Twitter posts. We watch as our nation tears at each
other, rather than holding each other up. We see people lash
out over our differences instead of celebrating our diversity.
As sworn protectors of ALL of GOD’s children, it is up to us to
step onto the battlefield, hold our ground, and fight for what we
know is GOD’s will. I am not suggesting that we engage our
opposition while pointing our fingers or shaking our fists, but
rather by opening our hands and arms to them. By showing the
world LOVE, GRACE, and KINDNESS in our daily actions, and
words, we are showing everyone that GOD is with all of us
through our struggles.
We all have planted our banner onto the battlefield, and we
have pledged our service to those around us – fighting to care
and protect one another. Never giving up – Never retreating in
Battle.

Chev., Ian Good, KCTJ
Prior IX
The

I Wish you and all those close to you

A Joyous and Blessed Christmas
And a new year of happiness and hope

For a World of Peace
Fraternally Yours,
Non nobis Domine

Dr., Chev., Peter L. Heineman, GOTJ
Preceptor

Sovereign Military Order of the Temple of Jerusalem®
Autonomous Grand Priory of the United States of America
Priory of St. Louis the Crusader

My Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with the
Knights Templar by Chev. Russell Sifers, KTJ
I call a pilgrimage a journey to a sacred place that is both
spiritual and physical. I call Holy Land a land where God
has touched it, where YHWH has touched it, where Allah
has touched it. For me as a Christian and a Templar, it is
where Jesus walked on this earth. I went on this pilgrimage to experience the land where Jesus walked and did
His earthly ministry.
This was a whirl wind adventure as we wanted to visit Crusader and Templar sites of a thousand years ago plus the
schools and orphanages where Templar funds and support
go today, in addition to the many sacred sites in the story
of Christianity – all within two weeks.
As I reflect, the many shrines and churches blend together.
Many were very ornate and beautiful. Some were simple
and understated. I was surprised by how many were
owned by the Franciscan Order. Our very experienced
guide Fr. Peter is a Franciscan monk who seemed to know
everyone. We rode on a nice Mercedes Benz bus whose
air conditioning and cooled bottles of water were greatly
appreciated as we did quite a bit of hiking up and down
what seemed like mountains. We followed in the footsteps
of Jesus not in chronological order, but in a geographical
order.
Among the
many places we visited were:
the Church
of the Nativity, the
Jordan River where
we believe
Jesus was
Sea of Galilee
baptized by
John, the
shore of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus called his first disciples, we went out on the sea and gazed back at the hills
where Jesus fed the 5,000 and preached the Beatitudes,
the tomb believed to be that of Lazarus, the Garden of
Gethsemane (which is very small now), we walked the Via
Dolorosa surrounded by peddlers much like it might have
been 2,000 years ago, touched the stone believed to be at
the crucifixion and the tomb of Jesus which had just been
opened for the first time in 500 years so it could be recorded digitally, examined, repaired as needed and resealed.
The most startling point was when I duck walked with my
new knees into to tomb of Jesus, which was empty of all
the ornate icons, paintings and candles due to the opening
and repairing. I reached out and pulled myself up and realized my hand was on the actual tomb bed!

The most spiritual
part of the journey
was at the Sea of
Galilee. We visited
the excavated
house of Peter and
the surrounding
area. We were
given a half hour to
go down to the
shore where Jesus
first called his disciples. It was a reflective time to be
quiet and by ourselves. Twentyeight years ago
God called me to
be a clergy spouse.
That call, that tour
Dome over the tomb of Jesus
of duty, ended
three years ago
when Juli died. I prayed to God at the shore, “What is
next?” “What are you calling me to now?” I listened and
heard quietness. I looked out over the sea and saw
calmness. I turned inward and felt peacefulness. Were
my prayers, my questions, answered?
My pilgrimage also had a sense of mission, a sense of
duty, possibly felt by our original Templars. I took some
of my wife’s ashes with me and scattered them at several places where we believe Jesus walked and did His
earthly ministry. It was done quietly and unnoticed.
Pam and I scattered some together at the River Jordan
and we cried together.
Other high points were seeing the orphans and the students we help. The original Knights Templar helped
those in harm’s way and now we do that in another way.
It was good to spend time with other fellow Templars
from all over the country and even some local Jerusalem
Templars and our Grand Prior Patrick Carney who lead
us. I especially enjoyed the time with Gary and Marsha
Wiggins and Deputy Grand Prior Tom Marshall and Marilyn Gerry who are members of our St. Louis the Crusader Priory. Tom helped us resurrect our Preceptory of St.
Mary the Virgin and Gary joined us for our recent Convent at St. Mary’s.
So, was my pilgrimage spiritual and physical? Yes. Did
I experience the Holy Land where Jesus walked? Yes.
Did I experience Jesus? Were my prayers answered?
I am still pondering it all.

The next meeting of the Preceptory of St. Mary
the Virgin, SMOTJ is scheduled for Sunday, January 15th from
12:00-2:00 PM at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church—13th &
Holmes Streets—Kansas City, MO. Knights and Dames are
encouraged to bring a guest/potential candidate and to attend
the Sunday service beginning at 10 AM.

Heraldry in its most
general sense encompasses all matters relating to the
duties and responsibilities of officers of
arms. To most,
though, heraldry is
the practice of designing, displaying,
describing and recording arms and
badges. The origins
of heraldry lie in the need to distinguish participants in
combat when their faces were hidden by iron and
steel helmets.
At the time of the Norman Conquest of England, modern heraldry had not yet been developed. The beginnings of modern heraldic structure were in place, but
would not become standard until the middle of the
twelfth century. By the early thirteenth Century, arms
were being inherited by the children of armigers. In
Britain the practice of using marks of cadency arose
to distinguish one son from another, and was institutionalized and standardized by John Writhe in the fifteenth century.
In the late Middle Ages and the Renaissance, heraldry
became a highly developed discipline, regulated by
professional officers of arms. As its use in jousts became obsolete arms remained popular for visually
identifying a person in other ways—impressed in sealing wax on documents, carved on family tombs, and
flown as a banner on country homes.
From the beginning of heraldry, arms have been executed in a wide variety of media, including on paper,
painted wood, embroidery, enamel, stonework,
stained glass, and computerized media. For the purpose of quick identification in all of these, heraldry
distinguishes only seven basic colors and makes no
fine distinctions in the precise size or placement of
charges on the field. Arms and their accessories are
described in a concise jargon called blazon. This technical description of arms is the standard that must be
adhered to no matter what artistic interpretations may
be made in a particular depiction of the arms.
The idea that each element of the arms has some
specific meaning is unfounded. Though the original
armiger may have placed particular meaning on a
charge, these meanings are not necessarily retained
from generation to generation. Unless the arms incorporate an obvious pun on the bearer's name, it is difficult to find meaning.
The development of firearms made plate armor obsolete and heraldry became detached from its original
function. This brought about the development of
"paper heraldry" that only existed in paintings. Designs and shields became more elaborate at the

expense of clarity. The 20th century's taste for stark iconic
emblems made the simple styles of early heraldry fashionable again.
The idea that each element of the arms has some specific
meaning is unfounded. Though the original armiger may
have placed particular meaning on a charge, these meanings are not necessarily retained from generation to generation. Unless the arms incorporate an obvious pun on the
bearer's name, it is difficult to find meaning.
The development of firearms made plate armor obsolete
and heraldry became detached from its original function.
This brought about the development of "paper heraldry" that
only existed in paintings. Designs and shields became more
elaborate at the expense of clarity. The 20th century's taste
for stark iconic emblems made the simple styles of early
heraldry fashionable again.
An achievement, armorial achievement or heraldic
achievement (historical: hatchment) in heraldry is a full display of all the heraldic components to which the bearer of
arms (Armiger) is entitled. An achievement comprises not
only the armorials themselves displayed on the Escutcheon
(shield), the central element, but also the following elements
surrounding it as illustrated below with the Arms of the Priory of St. Louis the Crusader:



Crest placed atop a:



Torse (or Cap of Maintenance as a special honor)
The modern crest has
evolved from the threedimensional figure placed on
the top of the mounted
knights' helms as a further
means of identification. In
most heraldic traditions a
woman does not display a
crest, though this tradition is
being relaxed in some heraldic jurisdictions.
Mantling. When the helm and crest are shown, they are
usually accompanied by a mantling. This was originally a
cloth worn over the back of the helmet as partial protection
against heating by sunlight. Today it takes the form of a stylized cloak or hanging from the helmet. Clergy often refrain
from displaying a helm or crest in their heraldic achievements. Members of the Roman Catholic clergy may display
appropriate headwear. This takes the form of a galero with
the colors and tassels denoting rank. In the Anglican tradition, clergy members may pass crests on to their offspring,
but rarely display them on their own shields.

Cardinal

Archbishop

Bishop

Priest



Helm. The style of helmet displayed varies according to
rank and social status, and these styles developed over time, in
step with the development of actual military helmets. Openvisored or barred helmets are typically reserved to the highest
ranks of nobility, while lesser nobility and burghers typically
assume closed helms.

The escutcheon is further defined by its components:




Open Helm

Closed Helm



Coronet or Crown of appropriate variety and country of
origin. For example, the Portuguese coronets include:

Royal Crown

Duke

Count

Baron



Order, if possessed



Badge, if possessed



Supporters (if the bearer
is entitled to them, generally
in modern usage not baronets), which may stand on a
Compartment)



Motto. The Priory of St;
Louis the Crusader’s motto—
Postis ad Occidentem: Gateway to the West
Sometimes the term coat of arms is used to refer to the full
achievement, but this usage is wrong in a strict sense of heraldic terminology, as a coat of arms refers to a garment with the
escutcheon or armorial achievement embroidered on it. But in
fact, a coat of arms is a unique heraldic design on an escutcheon (i.e. shield), surcoat, or tabard. The coat of arms on an
escutcheon forms the central element of the full heraldic
achievement described above.





Tinctures are the colors and patterns used in heraldry. In heraldic terms they are divided into
standard "colors", "metals", and "furs".
Division of the Field; how, the shield is divided.
A line of partition may be straight or it may be varied. The variations of partition lines can be wavy,
indented, embattled, engrailed, nebuly, or other
forms.
Ordinaries & Subordinaries. These include the
cross (and its variations), chevrons, pals, fesses,
bars, bendlets, pallettes, etc. Sub-ordinaries are
a geometrical shape subordinate to the ordinary.
A charge is any object or figure placed on a heraldic shield or on any other object of an armorial
composition. Any object found in nature or technology may appear as a heraldic charge in armory. Charges can be animals, objects, or geometric shapes.
Attitude. In heraldry, an attitude is the position in
which an animal, fictional beast, mythical creature,
human or human-like being is emblazoned as a
charge, supporter or crest.

As you can see, heraldry is an exacting art. An excellent overview can be found at the International Heraldry website.
Our Order encourages individuals to seek and register
personal arms. Knights and
Dames may do so through
SMOTJ by working with the
Grand Herald, Chev. Russ
Copping, GCTJ or through a
recognized college of heraldry such as the American
College of Heraldry.
Knights and Dames with
existing registered arms may also register their arms
with GPUSA by contacting the Grand Herald.

Escutcheon shapes are derived from actual shields used by
knights in combat, and thus have varied and developed by region and by era.
Examples of escutcheon
shapes: 1: mediaeval French &
English "heater style"; 2: modern
French; 3: cartouche (oval); 4:
lozenge (usually borne by women); 5: rectangular; 6: Italian; 7:
Swiss, 8: English, Tudor arch
(16th century); 9: à bouche; 10:
Polish; 11: traditional Iberian

As this shape has been regarded as a war-like device appropriate to men only, British ladies customarily bear their arms upon
a lozenge, or diamond-shape. A smaller escutcheon within/on
an escutcheon is called an inescutcheon.

Grand Convent 2017
Registration for the 2017 Grand Convent (26-30 April
2017) is open. Priory of the Monitor and Merrimack
and Priory of the Holy Isle will host in 2017 in Norfolk.
Preferred pricing options will be announced in the
Templar Times.

