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The Great European War had been in progress more than two years and a half when, 
on April 6, 1917, President Wilson signed the resolution that recognized a state of war 
existed between the United States and Germany, and the Great American Republic 
threw its power and influence on the side of the Allies.  Since that day, America was 
busy training an army, and organizing her industries and her resources to make them 
effective in the great cause she had espoused.  The American navy had already 
rendered great service in the war against submarines and in convoying transports and 
supply ships to Europe.  American soldiers reached Europe in June and began their 
trench warfare in October. 
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The world conflict in which the United States took an important part was comparatively 
greater than any previous wars.  On June 28, 1914, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir 
presumptive to the throne of Austria-Hungary, was assassinated at Sarajevo, Bosnia.  
Austria claimed that the murder was committed by Serbian revolutionists and sent an 
ultimatum to that country with terms impossible of acceptance, July 23, 1914, and on 
July 28 declared war.  Montenegro came into the war as the ally of Serbia.  Russia at 
once protested against Austria’s action and mobilized her troops.  On August 1, 1914, 
Germany an ally of Austria declared war on Russia, and on August 3 upon France.  On 
the same day she began her invasion of Belgium.  Great Britain joined with France and 
Russia as an ally declaring war on Germany on August 4 and upholding the neutrality of 
Belgium, which she was pledged to defend.  Belgium, invaded Germany, stubbornly 
defended her neutrality, but was soon overmastered by the superior number of 
Germany’s invading army.  
 
Great Britain’s self-governing colonies, Canada, Australia, South Africa, and New 
Zealand, rallied to her support and won the admiration of the world by the promptness 
and vigor which they mobilized their forces and sent their troops to the great European 
battle fields.  India and other parts of the Empire loyally responded to the calls for men.  
Turkey was already fighting for the Central Powers when she made formal entry into the 
war on November 23, 1914. 
 
The year 1915 brought Portugal, Italy, and the little republic of San Marino to the side of 
the Allies, and Bulgaria to that of the Central Powers.  In August 1916, Rumania 
declared war on Austria.  In Greece, the provincial government of Venizelos issued a 
declaration of war on Germany and Bulgaria, while the King’s party affected neutrality 
favorable to Germany. 
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Exerts for “The Steering Wheel” Vol. 1, no. 16, Dec. 25, 1918 
 
 
Speed, rapidity won the war for the Allies.  Speed, rapidity would not have been 
possible had it not been for the motor transportation of the different Armies of the 
Entente.  What the Entente lacked in preparedness it had to make up for in speed. 
 
The motor truck and the automobile played a bigger part in winning the war than any 
other one factor outside of combatant troops.  Paris would have fallen in the first 
months of the war, had not General Gallieni, military governor of Paris, thrown every 
available motor vehicle to the font loaded with troops, and so checked in time the 
oncoming Germans.  Again, before Paris, four years later, motor transportation turned 
the tide by rushing troops into the Chateau-Theirry sector. 
 
The First American motor transportation landed in France in May 1917.  Between that 
time and the close of the war, the Motor Transport Corps was organized and equipped 
with more than seventy thousand vehicles of all kinds, and was functioning not only on 
the front lines, but in every nook and corner of France where it was necessary to carry 
men and supplies.  This in spite of the fact that when war was declared there was 
practically no organized motor transportation in the United States Army. 
 

Other arms and branches of the service came to France fairly well equipped and 
trained.  The Motor Transport Service unites arrived in France during the first few 
months of the war lacking equipment, and for the most part but partially trained, and 
yet the Motor Transport Corps (or the Motor Transport Service as it was known for so 
many months) at all times functioned with the same precision as other arms and 
branches of the service far better qualified by preliminary organization to properly fulfill 
their duties. 
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From the minute that American 
troops landed in France, rapidity 
in transportation was imperative, 
and this became more 
pronounced as more and more 
men began going up to the battle 
line.  French railroads could not 
be entirely depended upon for 
rapidity of movement, either of 
troops or supplies, for the reason 
that they were overburdened, 
and at the front it was impossible 
to extend through the fire zone. 
 
The major portion of the rapidity 
so necessary in the successful 
pursuance of the war, therefore, 
developed upon motor 
transportation, and motor 
transportation came through with 
the goods, in spite of the fact that 
the Motor Transportation Service 
was from the start more 
handicapped in organization than 
any other arm or branch of the 
service. 
 
The American Army could, in 
fact, have played no conspicuous 
part in the war had it not been for 
motor transportation, and motor 
transportation would have been 
ineffective but for the splendid 
organization behind the motor 
transportation, known as the 
Motor Transport Service, or later, 
Corps. 
 
At base ports, night and day, 
motor trucks were carrying food, 
clothing, ammunition and every 
conceivable kind of supply from 
vessels to railroad trains and to 
warehouses, and from 
warehouses to encampments 
and to hospitals. 
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Motor trucks were carrying supplies of all 
kinds overland from base ports into the 
Advance Section.  Motor trucks were 
carrying every conceivable kind of 
material and supply from point to point 
when they were most needed.  They 
were carrying cannon and tanks.  They 
were even carrying horses and mules, 
and towing cannon behind them in order 
to expedite artillery movements.  There 
was not one single activity in the United 
States Army that the motor truck did not 
in some way touch. 
 
The fighting men won the war, but 
fighting men could not have fought in 
France in any great numbers had it not 
been for the motor truck, for, with the 
facilities at hand in the way of shipping, it 
would have been physically impossible to 
have sent over two million men to France 
and to have kept them supplied, with 
wagon transportation only to depend 
upon.  Wagon transportation is slow and 
too much of its tonnage has to be used 
to carry subsistence for the animals that  
draw it. 
 
It is safe to say that, had the motor truck 
not been in existence, the United States 
could not have sent to France and 
maintained them there, more than 
400,000 soldiers during the period in 
which 2,000,000 were sent over.  There 
was not one day of the time in which 
these 2,000,000 men were there that 
they lacked in anything necessary for 
their welfare and comfort.  The motor 
truck can be largely thanked for this. 
 
If Germany could have sunk every ship 
carrying motor transportation, and 
therefore have prevented any trucks from 
arriving in France, American soldiers 
would have been but a very negligible 
quantity in the war. 
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Important Dates in the History of the  
Motor Transportation Corps. 
 

The following is a chronology of important dates in 
the history of the organization of the Motor 
Transport Corps. 
 
May 27, 1917 – The first overseas motor 
transportation unit, called the Motor Truck Group, 
First American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F), was 
organized at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.  It 
consisted of headquarters, for motor truck 
companies and a machine shop unit, and was 
placed under the command of Captain (later 
Colonel) William H. Winters.  Most of the men in 
this organization, which consisted of Motor Truck 
Companies Nos. 101, 102, 103 and 104, and the 
Motor Park Company, were trained men, and had 
seen service in motor transportation with the 
American Punitive Expedition in Mexico. 
 
June 11, 1917 – The first motor truck group as 
mentioned above arrived in New York for 
embarkation to France. 
 
July 23, 1917 – Major (later Colonel) F.H. Pope 
arrived in Paris with General Rodgers, later Chief 
Quartermaster, A.E.F., and a month alter Major 
Pope was appointed Officer in Charge of 
Transportation under the Chief Quartermaster.  He 
later became the first Director of the Motor 
Transport Service. 
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September 5, 1917 – General Pershing 
sent an informal memorandum to the 
Chief Quartermaster, A.E.F, signifying 
his desire to have all motor 
transportation placed under the Chief 
Quartermaster. 
 
October 16, 1917 – The first motor 
transportation park in France was 
organized as Base station No. 1. 
 
January 10, 1918 – Major (later Colonel) 
Brainerd Taylor, C.A.C., was appointed 
Motor Transport officer of the Advance 
Section. 
 
January 17, 1918 – Colonel H.A. 
Hegeman and his technical staff arrived 
in France for the organization and 
development of repair and machine shop 
organizations.  This is the unit in which 
W.A. Heineman was detached. 
 
March 10, 1918 – The offices of the 
Director of the Motor Transport Corps 
were moved from the city in which the 
General Headquarters (G.H.Q) of the 
A.E.F. were located to Advanced Park 
Overhaul (A.P.O.) 717. 
 
April 18, 1918 – General Orders No 38 
War Department, were issued.  This was 
the order creating a Motor Transport 
Service as part of the Quartermaster 
Corps and defining the duties of the 
Service. 
 

May 11, 1918 – General Orders No 74, 
G.H.Q., A.E.F., were issued.  This was 
the order that turned over the Motor 
Transport Service and all motor driven 
vehicles of cargo and passenger 
carrying types, and giving the Motor 
Transport Service technical supervision 
over motor vehicles of all other types. 
 
July 5, 1918 – First course at the new 
Motor Transport School started. 
 
July 10, 1918 – Brigadier General M.. 
Walker, Engineers, became director of 
the Motor Transport Service. 
 
November 11, 1918 – Armistice was 
signed and the Motor Transport Corps 
reorganized its work to meet new 
conditions.  
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The Motor Transport Reconstruction Park 
From “The Steering Wheel” Vol. 1, no. 16, Dec. 25, 1918 
 

Standing out sharply as one of 
the marvels of the rapidly 
organized Army, and as 
evidence of America’s resolve to 
spare no trouble or expense in 
bring the War to a victorious 
end, was the Motor Transport 
Reconstruction Park, at A.P.O. 
772 where W.A. Heineman was 
detached. 
 
Unique as being the only 
organization of its kind, this Unit 
fathered by Colonel H.A. 
Hegeman, whose creative ability 
and methods of efficiency call 
for loud praise in achieving a 
work of such gigantic 
proportions. 
 
Working against great odds, 
encountering obstacles at every 
stage, the Motor Transport 
Reconstruction Park eventually 
emerged from its difficulties, a 
beehive of industry, a project 
worthy of the greatest genius. 
 
Covering an area of 
approximately a thousand acres, 
the plan was equipped with the 
most modern machinery known 
to the manufacturing world, 
ranging from the most delicate 
of scientific instruments, used in 
making tests of every nature, to 
massive, awe-inspiring drop 
hammers and presses, capable 
of furnishing pressure of 
hundreds of tons. 
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To these premises were brought the last remains of vehicles of all classes, some 
having come to grief through mishap on the road; others having just naturally worn out 
their usefulness through long stretches of incessant activity.  In all cases the vehicles 
which reached this park were so badly out of commission as to be beyond the repair 
capacity of Service parks or Overhaul parks. 
 
Those which could not be put into condition by the replacement of worn-out or broken 
parts were salvaged, the parts which were capable of being utilized were assembled, 
and from the remains of a great number of demolished vehicles, there emerged a 
number of reconstructed engines of travel and transport. 
 
The work of salvage, repair, and reconstruction was not confined solely to camions 
and motor however, and the plant was the source of a large variety of newly created 
articles and newly invented machinery that unlimited space would be required to 
attempt to describe the activities of this vast project. 
 
In all, the Motor Transport Reconstruction Park proved to be one of the indispensable 
factors of the MTC success and played a no mean part in the efficiency of the A.E.F. 
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Transportation Corp Insignia 
 
The branch insignia for the Motor Transport Corps consisted of a winged helmet imposed on a 
spoked wheel.  The various rank insignia consisted of combinations of the branch insignia 
(embroidered in gold) chevrons, and rockers (embroidered in red).  There was no rank 
insignia for Private.  Private First Class consisted of an embroidered branch insignia on a 
round patch.  Corporal was designated by the branch insignia topped with two chevrons; 
Sergeant with three chevrons; Sergeant First Class with three chevrons and one rocker; and 
Quartermaster Sergeant Senior Grade was designated by the branch insignia over crossed 

olive branches and topped by a single star (all embroidered in gold).  
 

 
 
“Wound Chevrons” were gold embroidered patches worn point down on the right lower sleeve, 
one for each wound.  “Overseas Chevrons” were metallic gold, worn point down on the left 
lower sleeve, one for each six months of service outside the United States – one light blue 
chevron worn point down on the left lower sleeve for less than six months of service.  The 
“Honorable Discharge Chevron” was red, worn point up on the middle left sleeve.  Upon 
discharge, W.A. Heineman wore the Quartermaster Sergeant Senior Grade insignia, three 
“Overseas Chevrons”, the “Honorable Discharge Chevron”, service ribbon with two starts, and 
the 2nd Army Corp insignia. 
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Letters Home 
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Jefferson Barracks 
Sunday Dec 16, 1917 

 
Sweetheart Darling; 
 
Oh Lucile Dear how I do long for you & 
want to see you again!  Write me lots of 
letters Darling Dear to cheer me up a 
little.  I am really not down hearted but I 
am practically all alone & there are quite 
a few hardships we have to go through. 
 
I just received my uniform this morning & 
you ought to see your lover all dressed 
up as a soldier boy Dear.  I would give 
anything I had Lucile Sweetheart if I 
could only see you again soon but I think 
that will be impossible unless you might 
happen to be down this way.  I think that 
either tonight or tomorrow I will be 
assigned to some company & then I do 
not know when I will leave as they are 
sending the men out as fast as they can 
get trains.  They like to keep everyone 
here at least 24 days but they have so 
many more men than they can take care 
of that they must get rid of them.  You 
see we get inoculated or rather “Shot in 
the Arm” as they call it up here, 3 times – 
8 days apart.  This 
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shot is a very painful thing & the second 
one is twice as large as the first & the 
third 3 times as large.  So far I have not 
gotten sick like some.  The only trouble I 
experienced was a sore arm.  I think my 
vaccination is going to take as it is 
commencing to itch.  Then both arms & 
guess will be practically out of 
commission. 
 
I think I told you practically everything 
before Honey love.  This afternoon is the 
first time I have ever had to do as I 
please.  And you see what I am doing 
too.  Oh!  Sweetheart I can hardly keep 
the tears out of my eyes when I think of 
my love.   
 
There are only 2 places where we can 
write & they are here at the Y.M.C.A. & 
at the K.C. Hall.  I went up to the K.C. (?) 
last night with some friends of mine & I 
must say that they too are doing fine 
work help cheer up us boys. 
 
Lucile how I do love you & how I a 
waiting for a letter from you.  I have not 
received any mail as yet & am almost 
starved for some. 
 
Lover could you give me Lucille’s 
address as I would like 
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to send her a card some time? 
Well I must stop Honey as I want to write 
one more letter this afternoon. 
 
You know I love you Sweetheart Dear & I 
know “My Little Girl” is going to be true to 
me.  Aren’t you Dear? 
 
Well good buy Dear write often even if I 
don’t get a chance to answer every letter. 
 
With all my Love & Kisses 
For none but you Dear 
                                   Your Bim 
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Jefferson Barracks 
St. Louis, MO. 
Dec 19, 1917 

 
Lucile Sweetheart; 
 
I did not even have time to go up to the 
P.O. today to get my mail as it takes 
about an hour & a half to get it.  There is 
always a line about 2 blocks long.  I have 
been on duty since 6 this morning until 
6:30 tonight.  That is the reason I could 
not get my mail.  Tomorrow I go on at 5 
o’clock, but will try [to] get excused for a 
couple of hours.  Love Darling if I don’t 
get a letter from you tomorrow I will be 
the most heartbroken boy in Jefferson 
barracks.  My Darling you don’t know 
how much & how often I think of you 
every day & every night when I pile on 
my hard canvas cot with one old Army 
blanket over me.  I pray for my “Dear 
Little Girl,” more than I do for myself 
Honey because the only thing that I can 
pray for myself for is that which amongst 
so much temptations I will be strong 
enough & man enough to resist them & 
be true to my promised little Wife & also 
to live up to 
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the teachings of my dear Mother. 
Night before last they had a Minstrel 
show at the Y. & it sure was good.  Some 
women of St. Louis gave us all a piece of 
cake which was also good as cake & 
candy are an absent article around here.   
Tonight they are having boxing matches 
but I can’t see it from where I am writing 
but I would rather be writing to my 
Sweetheart any how.  I only have tonight 
off & I want to go to bed early as I am 
awfully tired so I am not going to write 
any more except to my Mother.  
 
There is not much that I can tell you 
Honey as one day is just like the other. 
 
Sweetheart how I do love you & wish I 
could be with you again, but honey you 
will wait a little while for me won’t you 
Dear, until I have done my little bit for 
Our Country? 
 
This is going to be a hard life but I know 
that if some of the boys here can stand 
the pace I can too. 
 
The letter you sent to me at home before 
you knew I had enlisted was forwarded 
to me & I sure was glad  
 



 

 
17 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
when I got it as your letters mean so 
much now than any others. 
 
I must stop Darling as it is getting late & I 
have a long walk to my “Bunk.” 
 
I am in good health & my right arm is 
feeling fine but my left is hurting now 
from the vaccination.  In a day or two I 
get another “Shot” in my right arm & then 
in 8 days I get the third.  Each one twice 
as big as the other. 
 
I am to go to Jacksonville Friday (I don’t 
remember whether I told you or not) & I 
may be shipped any day, but don’t hold 
back any letters as I can have them 
forwarded to me. 
 
Good night Love Mine be a good brave 
little Sweetheart Lucile & I know you will 
have to fight some harder battles than I 
may. 
 
Bim loves you & only you & loves you so 
much Darling that he could be no other 
way than true to you. 

 
Love Kisses & everything 

Your Bim 
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CAMP Jefferson Barracks 
St. Louis, Mo  1917 

Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
Dear Art;  (Wilhelm’s brother)
 
Received your letter yesterday & sure 
was glad to hear from you.  I also 
received a letter from Uncle Henry Bode 
giving me Mr. Larson’s address for which 
I certainly am much obliged to him.  I 
don’t get very much time so don’t know 
whether I will get time to look him up or 
not.  I have been assigned to the 18th 
Company & am to be shipped to 
Jacksonville, Florida.  Know one knows 
when they are going to be shipped away 
so I may be here for another week or I 
may be shipped tomorrow. 
 
I thank you very much for offering me a 
grip or suit case but we are not allowed 
to have anything of that kind.  If there is 
anything that I want I sure will ask for it 
as you know as I always was good on 
the asking & besides we do not get to go 
to St. Louis & the store out here at the 
Barracks does not have everything.  
Don’t send any smoking for a while as I 
have had a sore throat & have cut out 
smoking for a while. 
 
All of my friends have been placed in 
different companies so I am alone at 
least at nights but always try to hunt 
them up while off duty.  I have not 
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seen Roy Holman for 3 days but have 
been with Mr Rump almost every day. 
 
Yesterday morning I had a fine lot.  
Another boy & myself carried out ashes – 
cleaned out the boilers & scrubbed the 
boiler room floor.  This only took one 
morning & in doing it we were excused 
from 48 hours of kitchen duty & believe 
me I was glad to get the change to do 
something else. 
 
Say Art I forgot to tell you when I left that 
I got one suit of underclothes from Frank 
but never had the money with me to pay 
him.  I wish you would see if you could 
draw the money & pay him. 
 
Am writing this on K.C. stationary 
because the Y.M.C.A. is so full you 
cannot even get in the door. 
 
Am sorry the weather has stopped work 
on the house & hope that it soon 
changes.  It has been awfully cold here 
but is getting warmer.  Well I will stop & 
go to the P.O.E. see if there is any mail 
there today.  There usually is a line about 
2 blocks long waiting at the P.O. all the 
time & it takes from 1 to 2 hours to get 
your mail. 
Good by & good luck to all. 

 
Your Brother 

 
Bim 
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Camp Meigs 
Washington D.C. 
January 15, 1918 

 
Sweetheart Darling; 
 
I am to leave Camp here sometime 
tonight Dear & will be on my way to 
France.  Of course we will be sent to 
some seaport city & just how long we will 
be held there before we sail I do not 
know.  We may be sent over right away 
or we may be held for a week or so, it all 
depends upon where the ships are. 
 
All the mail you send to me from now on 
Darling use the following address until 
further notice. 
 

Replenishment Detachment #3 
Q.M.C. – M.R.S. #303 

American Expeditionary Forces 
Via New York 

 
I suppose Honey Dear that this will be 
the last letter I will be able to write to you 
for some time as we are now under 
guard & are not allowed to even write 
home.  Our train will be kept closed 
during the trip.  One of the boys’ sister is 
in our building now & I am going to ask 
her to take this out & mail it for me, so I 
will have to hurry 
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Don’t worry about me Lucile but don’t 
forget me.  I would much rather have you 
worry about me than to forget me.  You 
know how I love you Darling & you also 
know how true I will be to you don’t you 
Darling? 
 
Write soon Dear as it will be a long time 
until I get any mail anyhow. 
 
Goodby My Darling Little Girl.  A kiss here 
+ for you Dear & all my kisses & love 
waiting for you. 

Your Bim 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Postcard to John Henry Heineman Jr. – Wilhelm’s brother 
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March 4, 1918 
 
Darling Sweetheart; 
 
This is the first chance for some time that 
I have had to write to you & I want to let 
you know that I arrived here all O.K.  I do 
not know what I am going to write as I 
am not allowed to tell you where I am, 
what I am doing, or where I expect to go.  
All I can say is that I am well & am 
getting along fine.  Of course lots of the 
work, etc is entirely new to me but I think 
in a short time I will be getting along 
alright.  I sure am seeing lots over here & 
someday I will have a whole lot of things 
to tell you Dear.  I have not received a 
letter from you for a long time dearest I 
am just dying to hear from you. 
 
I wish I could write more to you Lucile 
Darling & tell you some of my 
experiences but the censorship is very 
strict & besides I would not 
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want to give out any valuable 
information. 
 
Write soon Dear & remember I love you 
dearly & you alone, & hope it will not be 
a very long time until I can be with you 
again. 
 
With love & lots of kisses 
Your Bim 
 
My correct Address 
PVT. W.A. HEINEMAN 
Q.M.C. 
#303 Mechanics repair Shop 
American Expeditionary Forces 
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Somewhere in France 
March 20, 1918 

 
Dearest Sweetheart; 
 
I only have about ten minutes in which to 
write tonight before lights out & as mail is 
collected in the morning I will do the best I 
can.  I received two letters from you the 
other day & sure was glad to get them.  The 
valentine certainly was fine & I only wish the 
verse could come true some time soon.   
 
I also got a letter from Poley #1 & sometime 
when you write to her I wish you would 
thank her for me because I do not know 
when I can write to her as we are only 
allowed 2 letters per week & I send one to 
Mother & one to you.  She asked me if I 
liked candy.  You tell her just how much I do 
like it.  Especially home made.   
Lucile Dear, you must write to me often for 
you do not know how I wait for your letters & 
how much better they make me feel when I 
read them. 
 
I wish Darling that sometime you would 
send me a small picture of yourself as I want 
to have one & also I want to show it to the 
boys here because I have been telling them 
so much about my Dear Old Girl that they 
are anxious to see how really good looking 
you are. 
 
I must stop Dear as taps are blowing.  I will 
write my first next letter to you & will try to 
make it better but I don’t want you to think I 
ever forget about you. 
 

With Love and Kisses 
Yours &Yours only 

 
Bim 
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Dear Mother; 
 
This gives you an idea of what the interior 
of some of the churches are like here. 
 
Bim 

 
 

 
To John Henry Heineman Jr. 
 
Would like very much to get a letter from 
you sometime. 
 
Bim 

 
 
This is a picture of the French barracks we were 
in part of the time that we were located in 
Nevers. 
 
Bim 

 
 

 
 
Entrance to French Barracks shops etc. are also 
located inside these walls.  Just happened to 
find these cards among some in my trunk. 
 
Bim 
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Aug 11/18 
Paris France 

Dear Mother & Folks; 
 
I did not get a chance to write to you during this week so I am taking a few minutes time here 
at the S.& S. Club where I had supper this evening.  No it was not any kind of a treat at all, 
had to be paid for.  We have been awfully busy lately & have very little time of our own.  
Nothing but work day & night & Sundays.  I guess you have been getting all of the good news 
in the papers at home.  Our boys sure are giving them hell but as yet we haven’t even made a 
start as to what we are going to do.  I received your letter giving me Gus’ & George’s address.  
I have written t Gus a number of times but have not heard from him but will keep on writing.  
Intend to write George this week.  Received your “green back” Mother but I wish you would 
not send me money.  I sure thank you though Mother but I can get along with what I have & 
besides when I come back home again I may want a little help then.  I must stop as I can only 
get one sheet of paper.  Am feeling a little worn out but am in perfect health.  Will write again 
this week.  With love & best wishes to all. 

 
Bim. 

W.A. Heineman 
M.T.S. Overhaul Park #2 
A.P.O . 702 American E.F 
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Sept 5, 1918 Paris France 
 
This is a view in a park in a small place just 
outside Paris.  Was there last Sunday 
afternoon. 

 
 

 
 
Paris France Sept 5, 1918 
 
To Mrs. J. H. Heineman 
 
How do you like the way the papers read 
now?  I guess the Germans are on the run 
now. 
 
Love 

 
 

 
 
Sept. 5, 1918 
 
To J. H. Heineman Jr. 
 
Why don’t you write me sometime?  Had a 
letter from “Uncle” today & he said you were 
getting to be a big boy.  Keep it up. 

 
 

 
 
Sept 5, 1918 
 
To Mrs. J. H. Heineman 
 
Dear Mother; 
 
Received your letter containing the pictures.  
Sure glad to get them.  Will try to write in the 
next day or so.  Feeling good. 
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MOTOR TRANSPORT CORPS 

OVERHAUL PARK NO. 2 
USAPO 702, FRANCE 

 
11 September 1918 

 
From: Wilhelm A Heineman, Sergeant Q.M.C  #226690 
 Mechanical Repair Shop #302 
To: Director Motor Transport Corps.  USAPO 717 
 (Thru channels) 
Subject:  Training for Commission 

1. It is respectfully requested that the writer be sent to the 
Motor Transport Corps school for instruction.  He desires 
training for commission for Overhaul Park service. 
 

2. Inclosed are following letters: 
Captain G.B. McMcGary, Q.M.C. 
1st Lieut. H.G. Young, Q.M.C. 
2nd Lieut. W.A. Holzhauer 
Mr. W.H. Carter, President, Carter Mfg. Co. 
 Keokuk, Ia. 

4 incls. 
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To Miss Georgia Shell 
I am no longer in Paris but still have a few cards left.  
Perhaps you have heard of this Ave. as this is where 
the “Swells” promenade.  Of course I didn’t. 
 
Bim 
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Nov 16, 1918 
Sampigny France 

Dearest Sweetheart; 
 
I just returned from a trip to Marseille on 
the Mediterranean Sea & is the first 
chance I have had to write to you Dear.  
There twenty one of us left here on the 
morning of the fourth to bring up the truck 
train.  We had d fine trip & passed through 
some very beautiful country, as the route 
took us right up through the heart of the 
mountains.  The weather in southern 
France is somewhat warmer than up here 
but the nights are rather chilly.  We hit 
some awful cold and rainy weather & we 
slept in everything from a regular French 
bed to a hayloft.  The trip had to be rushed 
through pretty hard so we did not get to 
stop at any place very long & had to rive 
all day & half of the night.  We went down 
on the train & had one afternoon & night in 
Paris.   
 
Everything seemed about the same there 
as when we were stationed there except 
that it is a little bright.  We thought that 
perhaps we might have to drive on to 
Germany as an outfit was expected to 
move, but it was still here.  Haven’t heard 
a thing about moving yet except a few 
rumors & if most of the rumors are true I 
suppose we will stay over here for some 
time yet.  Every man over here wants to 
get back home the worst way & it does not 
seem exactly right that those of us that 
have been here the longest should stay.  
We have done our little bit & it is now up to 
the people back home to do all they can to 
try to get us back soon.  We are under an 
iron hand & cannot even express our own 
opinions, but believe me there will be a lot 
said when this gang does get back.  I had 
some mail from you waiting for me when I 
got back but as they are at my barracks 
now I do not remember the dates so will 
write again tonight or tomorrow.  Must stop 
now Darling as I got awfully busy.  Be 
patient a little longer Sweetheart.  Dear 
and Bim will be back again some of these 
fine days. 
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Love & Kisses 
Your Bim 

 
 
 

 
 

View taken at Marseille France showing part of 
Med Sea.  Bim 

 

 
 

American bar at Marseille France.  I had a 
couple of drinks here.  Bim 
 

 
 
View of our sheds. Sampigny France.  
Showing office where I spend part of my time. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

German Prison camp at Sampigny France.  
Our shops in the background 

 

 
 

RR Station Sampigny France 
 
 

 
 
German Prisoners Advance Overhaul Park 
T-1 Sampigny, France 
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Dear Lucile; 
Arrive here yesterday.  My room overlooks the 
ocean.  Fine view  
Love Bim 
 

 
Dear Lucile; 
This shows part of the bathing beach but it is too 
cold to go in swimming. Wish we could swim across 
to the good old U.S.A.  
Love Bim 
 

 
Dear Lucile; 
I will spend Xmas here & expect to have a fairly 
good time but my thoughts will always be with you. 
Love Bim 

 
 

 
Dear Mother; 
Yesterday certainly didn’t seem much like 
Christmas to me.  I thought of home all day long 
& wished that George, Gus & I could only be 
there with you. 
Bim 
 

 
To John Henry Heineman Jr. 
This is the building in which the “Y” is located 
where we spend most of our time when not sight 
seeing. If you don’t write to me soon I will stop 
writing to you too.  Bim 
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Dear Mother; 
This is a small but pretty place.  Am feeling fine & 
am getting a good rest.  I will have to tell you when 
I get home how I went on my vacation instead of 
going to where I wrote about. 
Love to all Bim 

 

 
Dear Lucile 
Am getting so tired & disgusted with this life over 
here that I don’t know what I will do if they keep us 
here much longer. 
Love Bim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Lucile; 
My furlough is just about over with & in a couple of 
days will have to go back to the old grind again.  
Sure wish they would speed things up a little. 
Love Bim 

 

 
Dear Lucile; 
Haven’t time to write more as they are waiting on 
me now. 
Love Bim 
 

 
Dear Mother; 
Suppose you will be surprised to receive a card 
from me from here.  Will not be here long & 
haven’t much time.  Will tell you in my next letter 
what I came here for. 
Love Bim 
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Bourg France 
August 3, 1919 

Dear Mother & Folks; 
 
This is Sunday afternoon & a rainy day & 
nothing to do.  I have received very little 
mail lately, as usual, but hope that you 
have been getting my letters regularly.  I 
did receive a letter from Art last week & 
also one from Lucile. 
 
Well Mama I have some pretty good 
news to tell you at last.  I think we will 
pull out of here and on our way for home 
some time this week or the beginning of 
next.  Our date for leaving here has not 
been set as far as we know but things 
sure do look good.  No doubt you have 
seen in the papers where the French 
have purchased all of the U.S. supplies.  
The French representatives are in our 
park now & from all indications it will be 
only a matter of a few days until they 
take it over.  We may be held over at the 
port because the Army of occupation is 
pulling out now & it first depends upon 
how many boats are in port when we hit 
there as to how long we will have to wait.  
If everything works out right & the way 
we are hoping it will we ought to be 
mustered out & back home by the first 
part of September.  
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Am enclosing some pictures.  This is not 
a “Drunk Party” as it may seem.  Just 
trying to drown a few of our worries & 
troubles & forget about the army for a 
short time. 
 
Well I will stop now & write a few lines to 
Art.  I am still in good health & feeling fine 
& hope everyone back home is the same. 
 
Give my regards to everyone & tell them 
that I will soon be back with them again. 
 

Affectionately 
Bim 
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Bourg (France) 
August 4, 1919 

Dear Mother; 
 
Am enclosing eleven (11) pictures that 
were taken around our camp here in 
Bourg.  I wrote to you & Art yesterday.  
Hope you get the letters.  I am O.K. & 
have never felt better since I have been 
over here for I think we will get out of 
here this week. 
 
Bim 
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Bourg France 
Aug 7, 1919 

Dear Mother; 
 
Am sending 9 large pictures & 7 
small ones.  The small ones are not 
much good though.  Will write to 
you in a day or two when we expect 
to have some definite information.  
Our Major told me yesterday that 
our train which is to take us out of 
here was released for Aug 15th so 
we ought to leave here about the 
16th or 17th of this month.  Am well 
& felling fine. 

 
Love to all 

Bim 
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Bourg, France 
August 22, 1919 

My Darling Sweetheart: 
I just wrote you a little this afternoon 
but after mailing it we were given the 
good news that  we are to leave this 
Camp tomorrow at 5:30 PM (Aug 23) 
on our way Home.   
 
Will write you when I land in the good 
old U.S.A. 

Love and kisses 
Your Bim 

 
 

 
 
Dear Mother; 
Am sending this from the Dock.  Will write soon 
Thurs.  11/19  Bim 
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